
  
     September 4th, 2022   9:30 a.m. 
                                                     

                                                  Come to the Water                

                                                              
 

 

Prelude                                                                            Annie Schulz 
 

Gathering Thoughts                                                    Laur Steven 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
 

Call to Worship, Prayer                                               Laur Steven 
 

Leader:   O God, you are my God. 
               I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; 
               my flesh faints for you, 
               as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
 People: So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
               beholding your power and glory. 
               Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
               my lips will praise you. 
Leader:   So I will bless you as long as I live;  
People:  I will lift up my hands and call on your name.  
 

Hymn               Praise to the Lord, the Almighty              HWB #37         
 

Passing of the Peace                                                  Laur Steven     
 

Canadian Mennonite Gathering Report      Mac & Julie Plunkett 
 

Hymn   There’s a Wild Hope in the Wind     Voices Together #828    
 

Prayers of the People                                                  Laur Steven 
 

Scripture Reading   Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 [OT p.577]   Laur Steven 
 

Hymn                I sing the mighty power of God                  HWB #46 
 

Scripture Reading       Philemon 1:1-25 [NT p.215]      Jan Steven 
 

Meditation    “The Epistle to Philemon: Just One More Thing…”                                                                                                     
                                                                                        Jan Steven 
 

Hymn of Response        Help us to help each other      HWB #362                
 

Benediction                                      Jan Steven 



Sending Hymn            God Calls Us            Voices Together #394  
             

                 “God calls us to be followers of Christ,  
                          and by the pow’r of the Spirit, 
           to grow as communities of grace, joy, and peace, 
       so God’s healing and hope flow through us to the world, 
       so God’s healing and hope flow through us to the world.” 
 

Postlude 
 

It is good to be together in worship this morning! 
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance. 

 

[Offering plate available on table at back of sanctuary] 
 

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please remember to check your Grace mailbox regularly! 
 

News from Church Council 
At its August 17th meeting Council decided to change its format for 
monthly meetings in order to handle all business in a timely fashion. 
Going forward we will have a "discernment" meeting one month,  
and a regular "business" meeting the next. The discernment 
meeting will allow us time for prayer and reflection and 
consideration of a larger issue. In September (Thursday Sept. 8, 
2:00 p.m.) our issue for discernment is our pastoral transition. 
Remember that Council meetings are open to all members. 
 -Laur Steven, Interim Council Chair 
 

♫ Women’s Chorus: Thursday September 8th at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Church Council: Thursday September 8th at 2:00 p.m. 
  
♫ Grace Singers:  Sunday September 11th at 10:45 a.m. 
 

Sunday, September 11th - Worship Service [9:30 a.m.]   
Speaker: Waldo Pauls 
Scripture Texts (Focus texts highlighted): Jeremiah 4:11,12,22-28; 
Psalm 14; I Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 
 

Sunday September 18th ~ Coffee Time after the service 

Sunday August 28th, 2022 
Attendance – 44      Budget Offering – $4,160.00 

 



 
Pastoral Care Team (Grace Friends) 
Mother Teresa wrote, “I'm a little pencil in the hand of a writing God,  
who is sending a love letter to the world.” Pick up your new pencil 
and September love-note in the foyer today. Feel free to take one 
for a friend. – Jan Steven 
 

Pastoral Care Chaplain’s Corner: Quotes from Chris Hedges – 
Presbyterian Minister, Journalist, Author, and Teacher in the 
New Jersey prison system 
 

To survive as a human being is possible only through love. And, 
when Thanatos (death, evil) is ascendant, the instinct must be to 
reach out to those we love, to see in them all the divinity, pity, and 
pathos (suffering) of the human. And to recognize love in the lives 
of others - even those with whom we are in conflict - love that is like 
our own.  
 

It does not mean we will avoid war or death. It does not mean that 
we as distinct individuals will survive. But love, in its mystery, has 
its own power. It alone gives us meaning that endures. It alone 
allows us to embrace and cherish life. Love as power both to resist 
in our nature what we know we must resist, and to affirm what we 
know we must affirm. And love, as the poets remind us, is eternal. 
 
ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 FIDA’s Annual Fall Fundraising Event for Haiti is taking place 

on Thursday September 15 from 5:30 to 9:30pm at the 
Trevor Falk farm located at 1039 Lakeshore Road, 

Niagara on the Lake.  On stage host is Niagara comedian Joe 
Pillitteri with music by the Andy Griffith’s Band.  Tickets are $100 
and include a super swag bag, food catered by “Pig Out”, a 
silent/live auction featuring extraordinary Haitian crafts along with 
other items, fun contests, mingling with friends and wine 
sampling.  Waldo has served on FIDA’s Board of Directors since his 
time in Haiti and reports that it was a very enjoyable event last year 
and it promises to be that once again. Reserve tickets by calling 
Alexis Barkman at 519-886-9520 or email her 
at:  alexis.barkman@fida-pch.org 
 

From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) 
 

Over the summer, pray for all MCEC congregations. 
 

 

mailto:alexis.barkman@fida-pch.org


A Moment for MCC! School Kits! 
 

Notebooks and pencils are treasures for families who struggle 
to afford basic school supplies. School kits often are requested 

after disasters and help bring normalcy to children whose families have 
been forced to flee their homes. 91,218 school kits were shipped last 
year to Canada, Haiti, Jordan, South Sudan, Syria, Ukraine and 
Zambia! More information is available through pamphlets on the table 
in the entrance way. School kits cost about $10 to make. You can 
donate to MCC through Grace.   Cheques should be written out to 
Grace Mennonite Church and indicate on the envelope or memo line 
“MCC School Kits”.  If you use e-transfers for your donations to Grace, 
indicate in the message box that this is for “MCC School Kits”.  The kits 
contain: 

• 4 spiral or perforated-page notebooks (about 21.5 cm x 27 
cm) totalling 500–600 pages. 

• 8 new unsharpened pencils 

• 1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 30 cm; inch markings 
optional) 

• 12 coloured pencils (in packaging) 

• 1 large eraser 

• 2 new black or blue ballpoint pens 

• 1 small all metal pencil sharpener, one or two holes. 
 

MCC News  ~ MCC Grow Hope Niagara 
Harvest time is fast approaching for this 41 acre joint MCC and 
Canada Foodgrains Project in the Tintern area. Costs have 

increased this year but we still have many needy folks to feed. To date, 
we at Grace have contributed $3,070. to help underwrite costs. Last 
year we contributed over $4,000. If you wish to contribute, write the 
cheque out to Grace Mennonite Church and designate "MCC Grow 
Hope Niagara" on your church envelope. This is an above budget 
contribution. We are advised that our contributions are matched 4:1 by 
Canada Foodgrains. Your $10. becomes $50. Thank you, Ted Stephen 
 

Tel: 905-935-6112          Email: gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday 

www.gracemennonitechurch.com 
www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines 

 

Office Administrator        Ester Funk                  gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
Worship Coordinator       Annie Schulz              annieschulz@yahoo.ca 
Lead Admin Pastor         David Brubacher         Urgent Concerns, Funerals     
                              905-931-0828             dbrubacher52@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care Chaplain  Jan Steven                  Pastoral Care, Friendly Visits 
                                        289-990-4839             janscats@gmail.com 
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