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Prelude                                                                            Annie Schulz 
 

Gathering Thoughts                                                   Waldo Pauls 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle                               
 

Call to Worship, Prayer                                                
 

Leader:   In the light of this day we have gathered; 
People:  We are a community that is one,  
                   bringing our questions and our joy. 
Leader:   In the song and silence we will listen - 
People:  What is it that God would have us hear this day? 
Leader:   In our praise and our prayers we will remember 
People:  That God’s glory shines around us and within. 
All:         So let us worship God. 
 

Hymn                 Blessed Jesus, at your word                  HWB #13            
 

Passing of the Peace                                                  
 

Offertory Prayer  
Offertory Hymn    Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving   HWB # 388 
 

Prayers of the People                      David Brubacher           
 

Hymn                             Open My Eyes                  Back of Bulletin 
 

Scripture Reading     Matthew 15:21-28   NT p.17 ]   Waldo Pauls                       
 

Grace Singers            I Have Called You by Your Name                            
 

Scripture Reading                Isaiah 55:1,2   [OT p.685]      
 

Meditation       “CROSSING THE RIVER”      Gary & Lydia Harder 
 
 

Hymn of Response             O healing river                   HWB #372 
 

 

Benediction                                                                   Waldo Pauls 
 

Sending Hymn            Spirit of the living God                HWB #349 
 

Coffee Time ~ after the service today 
 



It is good to be together in worship this morning! 
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance. 

 

[Offering plate available on table at back of sanctuary] 
 

 

Our speakers today are Gary & Lydia Harder. Together they have 
given a lifetime of pastoral leadership and education in Sudbury, 
Edmonton, Toronto, within MCEC and beyond. They will be sharing 
their thoughts and insights around their experience of becoming 
adoptive parents during the infamous "60's scoop". 

 
GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, October 30th -  Worship Service [9:30 a.m.]  
Speaker: Mac Plunkett   Scripture Texts: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; 
Psalm 119:137-144; Isaiah 1:10-18; Psalm 32:1-7; 2 
Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 
 

 Preaching Team Meeting ~ Wednesday, October 26th at 10 a.m. 
 

♫ Women’s Chorus ~ Thursday October 27th at 9:30 a.m. 
 

♫ Grace Choir ~ Sunday October 30th after the service 
 

Reg Faust and Diane Kendall have requested membership with 
the Grace Mennonite Church. Plans are to receive them into 
membership on October 30. If others might also be interested in 
exploring membership, please speak with David Brubacher.  
 

Pastoral Care Team (Grace Friends) 
Please pray for Debbie and Harry Nickerson as Debbie began 
chemo treatments this week. 
 

Please pray for Helene Mathies as she recovers from an injury. 
She will do some rehab at Shaver. 
 

Grace Friends (Pastoral Care Team) thanks to a wonderful woman 
in our community for sending beautiful and thoughtful birthday cards to 
people in our congregation. (Not me.) When Pastoral Intern Mac 
Plunkett and I (Jan) recently visited one of our congregants, we saw 
her birthday card happily displayed on her dresser. "In this life we 
cannot always do great things. But we can do small things with great 
love. —Mother Teresa 
 

Sunday October 16th, 2022 
Attendance – 46      Budget Offering – $3,005.00 

 



Announcement from Church Council 
I bring you greetings from your hard-working Church Council. I want 
to update you briefly about our plans for pastoral transition. As you 
know, this year, from June 1st, 2022, to May 30, 2023, Pastor Dave 
is working in a shared ministry role as Interim Lead Administrative 
Pastor with both Grace and with Vineland United Mennonite 
Church. Part of that role, approved by the Grace congregation at 
the last Annual Meeting, is discerning possibilities for more ongoing 
sharing between the two churches.  
At a recent meeting of the Leadership group for the shared ministry 
project of the two churches, Vineland expressed significant interest  
in pursuing the model further. They do currently have an ad out 
seeking a full time pastor, but are not having a hopeful response.  
Sharing pastoral resources with Grace is looking more positive to 
them than it had in the past. 
Over the next few weeks and at its November meeting the Grace 
Council will be developing job descriptions that will serve a more 
defined shared ministry arrangement with Vineland, but which will 
also serve Grace in the event Vineland decides not to go ahead with 
us. We hope to bring these descriptions to the semi-annual meeting 
on Sunday December 11th for discussion and a vote. We would 
hope to have an ad posted on the MCEC website in January. If you 
have questions, feel free to ask Pastor Dave or me about them. 
Thank you!   Laurence Steven, Council Chair 
 
ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 

 From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) 
 

*Each week we pray for a faith community within the MCEC  
of congregations. This week we pray for SoulHouse Church, 

Scarborough, ON. Judith McCartney provides pastoral leadership 
for the congregation. Pray for this church in a house as they reach 
people who would never step foot in a church or have been hurt by 
the church in the past. 
 

A Moment for MCC: Rockets, rosebushes and relief: 
MCC supplies arrive for thousands of displaced 
Ukrainians 
Before the fighting escalated in Ukraine this year, Nadiya 

O.* and her husband lived near the city of Uman, Ukraine.Together 
they grew a vegetable garden and kept bees, selling their honey to 
make some extra cash. But shortly after the conflict worsened, her 
husband died from a heart attack. 
 



Then Russian military bombing destroyed their home, burning most 
of the beehives they had tended together to ash. The ones that 
remain still stand, empty and quiet. An unexploded rocket lies buried 
in what used to be their garden, among the rosebushes. In 
Ukrainian, the name Nadiya means hope, but her situation left little 
to be hopeful for. 
 
But a measure of hope found its way to Nadiya O. when a container 
full of MCC canned meat, comforters and other relief items was 
distributed through MCC partner Uman Help Centre. The container 
that arrived in Uman was one of five shipped to Ukraine by MCC, 
each loaded with essential relief items including relief kits, hygiene 
kits, infant care kits, comforters and canned meat.  
 

Open My Eyes 
 

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face. 
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see. 

 

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to hear your voice. 
Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear. 

 

Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love like you. 
Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love. 

 

And the first shall be last, and our eyes are opened, 
and we’ll hear like never before. 

And we’ll speak in new ways, and we’ll see God’s face 
in places we’ve never known. 

 

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face. 
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Tel: 905-935-6112          Email: gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday 

www.gracemennonitechurch.com 
www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines 

 

Office Administrator        Ester Funk                  gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
Worship Coordinator       Annie Schulz              annieschulz@yahoo.ca 
Lead Admin Pastor         David Brubacher         Urgent Concerns, Funerals     
                              905-931-0828             dbrubacher52@gmail.com 
Pastoral Care Chaplain  Jan Steven                  Pastoral Care, Friendly Visits 
                                        289-990-4839             janscats@gmail.com 
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