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rch Eastertide
- Treasure in Clay Jars

Prelude Annie Schulz

Gathering Thoughts Kevin McCabe
Lighting the Christ Candle

Call to Worship Grace Singers
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

Opening Congregational Prayer

Spirit of the Risen Christ,

In our weakness we crave your strength.

Prepare us once again for your coming at Pentecost.
Kindle in our hearts the flame of your love.

Inspire us with dreams of a new era in our mission. Amen.

Hymn Blessed assurance HWB #332
Passing of the Peace

Offertory Prayer
Musical Reflection

How can we be silent when we know our God is near,
bringing light to those in shadows,
to the worthless, endless worth?
How can we be silent when we are the voice of Christ,
Speaking justice to the nations, breathing love to all the earth?

None can stop the Spirit burning now inside us.

We will shape the future. We will not be silent!
Prayers of the People Kevin McCabe
Hymn Heart with loving heart united HWB #420, vw.1,3

Scripture Reading based on 1 John 5:1-5

Leader: Every one who believes that Jesus is the Christ
is a child of God, and every one who loves the parent
loves the child.

People: By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments.



Leader: For this demonstrates our love for God,
that we keep his commandments.
People: And his commandments are not burdensome,
for whatever is born of God overcomes the world.
Leader: And this is the victory that overcomes the world,
namely, our faith.
All: And who are those that overcome the world
but they who believe that Jesus is the Son of God!

Women’s Chorus Holy Spirit, come to us
Scripture Reading John 15:9-17 (NT p.109)
Meditation “Longing to Belong” Darrell Winger

Hymn of Response

Refrain: Draw the Circle, draw the circle wide. (2x)
No one stands alone, we'll stand side by side.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.

Verse: Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still.
Let this be our song: no one stands alone.
Standing side by side, draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
(Repeat verse)

Refrain
Benediction Darrell Winger
Sending Hymn

We have been sent by God, with our hands prepared to serve,
and we build along with God a fam’ly here on earth. (Repeat)

The angels are not sent to change this world of pain
into a world of love where peace and justice reign;
it falls to each of us to do this work today.
We seek to do your will. Oh, help us, God we pray. (Repeat)

Postlude

It is good to be together in worship this morning!
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance.

[Offering plate is available on table at back of sanctuary]



GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Bible Study Sunday, May 5, we will be looking at Chapters
32 and 33 of the "Bible Unwrapped". Meet in the Fellowship Room.
There will be no Bible Study on May 12", We expect to conclude
this book study on May 19" and 26th. Kevin McCabe

Sunday April 28" ~ Attendance — 49

Sunday, May 12" ~ Speaker: Norm Dyck. Norm will also be with us
during Coffee Time for a time of interaction. He is the Mission
Minister for Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC). Norm works
with newcomer congregations and church plants, as well as
encourages congregational missional activities and disciple-making
initiatives. He fosters intercultural connections across MCEC.
Scripture Texts: Acts 1:6-11; Luke 14:1,7-14.

New Email address for Karen Falk ~ bye-the-lake@hotmail.com

"~ Grace Women High Tea Event
T Monday, May 6", 11:30 a.m. in the Church Hall

Coffee Times at Grace ~ May 12" and 26"
J Women’s Chorus ~ May 16", 30" at 9:30 a.m.

Chaplain’s Corner ~ Let us continue to keep in touch with church
friends who are not able to attend our Sunday services and who
welcome prayers, phone calls, cards, and visits. Their contact
information is in the Church Directory. These friends include (but
are no limited to): Tom B, John B, Erna & Jake B (Ester’s parents),
Reg F, Agnes G, Abe H, Francine I, Erika I, Kathy & Jake H, Hertha
J, and Marlene W. Have | missed anyone? Let me know. .Would
you like a pastoral care or friendly visit? Let Pastor Darrell or
Chaplain Jan know. Our contact information is at the end of the
bulletin.

Church Membership

If you are interested in becoming a member of Grace Mennonite
Church, Pastor Darrell invites you to a learning experience on
Sunday, June 2nd after the morning service in the Fellowship
Room (in the lower level, below the Sanctuary). If you are
interested, please let Pastor Darrell know.


mailto:bye-the-lake@hotmail.com

Men's Breakfast

Saturday, June 22nd at 8:30 am here at the
church, all men are invited to a time of connecting
and conversation while enjoying a delicious
breakfast. If you'd like to help make the
breakfast, let Ted or Darrell know.

Communion: We will be having Communion on Sunday, May 19th,
Pentecost Sunday.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven.

Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory.
For ever and ever. Amen.

Tel: 905-935-6112 Email: gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday
www.gracemennonitechurch.com
www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines

Pastor Darrell Winger Darrell.winger@gmail.com
905-483-2335

Worship & Music Annie Schulz annieschulz@yahoo.ca

Associate 905-941-5511

Office Administrator Ester Funk gracemennonite@bellnet.ca

Community Chaplain Jan Steven janscats@gmail.com

289-990-4839
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ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD

Coin Jug for MCC: Over the past years, Grace has collected coins for
MCC, organized by Ted & Anita Stephen. Many coins have been
counted and rolled, and then sent to MCC to be used where
needed. Over time, the coins contributed have decreased. Since
September 2023, approximately $20.00 have been put into the jug. In
discussion with the Finance Committee and Anita Stephen, the
following will occur in the weeks to come. The Mennonite Relief Sale
happens in New Hamburg on May 24 and 25. As in previous years,
the majority of the coins were counted and rolled in preparation of the
relief sale. Can we do the same this year? Do you have coins in your
pockets (pants and jackets) or in your purses? Let us celebrate with
joy as children, by bringing those coins and let them noisily fall into the
coin jug which is by the window in the lobby. And remember the joy
that Ted and his friends had sitting around the table and parting with
their coins! Submitted by Lorraine (Treasurer)

‘_/9, *Please pray for the MCEC community of
N congregations. This week we pray for Harrow

Mennonite Church. Karen Sheil provides pastoral care for
this congregation. Please pray for this congregation as they seek to
be a people called by God to a life of grace, worship and ministry.

Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC)

Annual Church Gathering 2024

Pastor Darrell and Anna attended this recent gathering in
Leamington on behalf of Grace. Our theme was "Inspired by Hope!
Transformed. Inspired. Called." It was a great time of celebrating
God at work in our extended church family. Doug Klassen,
Mennonite Church Canada Executive Director, gave two
challenging messages. It was inspiring to welcome 5 new
congregations into fellowship, four of these representing new
Canadians! You can still watch the event
at https://mcec.ca/annualchurchgathering.
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National Red Dress Day on May 5%

red dress day Sunday, May 5th is Red Drt_a'ss Day across

may 5 Canada, a day to name violence against
Indigenous Women and Girls - and commit
to the ending cycles of gender-based
violence in our communities. Mennonite
Church Canada provides resources for the
om0 ot A for Mg church (www.mennonitechurch.ca) for this
murdered ndigenouswomenand s fOCUS. AS followers of Jesus, we work and

pray for peace and justice.

b Y A Moment for MCC (Mennonite Central Committee)
; Food distribution in Gaza continues under famine
‘/ conditions — MCC continues to work with our partners on
the ground to provide essential emergency relief to families in Gaza.
As of the end of March, 550 families have received food kits that
include rice, flour, oil and canned beans and vegetables through
distributions. Qusai* 12, and Judy*, 11, volunteer with MCC'’s
partner Al-Najd in their work to support families. With no school to
attend, they help organize and distribute food boxes for families in
Gaza alongside their parents, who are staff at Al-Najd.
https://mcc.org/our-stories/food-distribution-gaza-continues-under-
famine-conditions
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