
      
               May 24th, 2026 9:30 a.m.                         

                          Pentecost Sunday     

                                       
 

Prelude                                                                             Ester Funk 
 

Gathering Thoughts                                                    Laur Steven 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader:   The Spirit descends like a dove,  
                  bringing peace to unite the world  
                  in a just and caring community. 
People:  The Spirit comes like a breath, 
                  bringing life to renew the people of God. 
Leader:   The Spirit spreads like fire, 
                  bringing energy for witnessing to the love of God. 
All:        Spirit of the living God, 
                 come to us and transform our lives by your power. 
 

Prayer   
 

Hymn      Summoned by the God Who Made Us         VT 1,vv.1,3,5 
 

Passing of the Peace   
 

Prayer for Offerings 
 

Women’s Chorus        As the Wind Song through the Trees 
 

Prayers of the People                                                     Laur Steven 
 

Hymn               You Are Holy, You Are Whole                          VT 61                                  
 

Scripture Reading          Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (OT p.555) 
 

Hymn               New Earth, Heavens New                 VT 377,vv.1,2 
 

Scripture Reading             Acts 2:1-21 (NT p.119) 
       

Meditation            “Communities of Promise”           Darrell Winger 
 

Hymn of Response              Spirit of Life                       VT 368, 2x 
 

Service of Communion 
 

Benediction                 Darrell Winger  
 

Sending Hymn                   God Calls Us                       VT 394, 2x 
 

 

Postlude   



It is good to be together in worship this morning! 
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance. 

 

 

 

[Offering plate is available on table at back of sanctuary] 
 

Coffee Time after the Service in the Church Hall 
 
 

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance ~ Sunday May 17th – 40 
 

Keeping in Touch with Our Grace Friends 
Our Grace friends who are home-based or living in long-term care 
send a warm hello: Irene B., Anne D., Agnes G., Jake H., Erika I., 
Hertha J., Mary K. (in St. Catharines), and Marlene W. Let us 
continue to keep in touch through visits, phone calls, and cards. 
Is there someone you are concerned about? Please reach out by 
phoning or visiting them — and let me, Jan Steven, know as well. 
As the Hands and Feet of Jesus, we are also called to be His Eyes 
and Ears. Thank you for caring for one another. 
And if you would like a friendly visit, I’m your gal. But I won’t know if 

you don’t tell me.        Jan, 289-990-4839, janscats@gmail.com 
 

Annie & Doug Schulz are vacationing in Ireland from May 15 – 25. 
 

Calling All Singers! We warmly invite singers from all 
congregations to join the mass choir for our joint cluster MCEC 
service on June 7. Our rehearsals will take place on Thursday May 
28th and Thursday June 4th from 7:00-8:30 at Linwell Church.  
 

Darrell and Anna Winger will be on vacation from May 25 to June 
1st. If a question or need arises, please be in contact with Ester 
Funk, 905-932-0479. 
 

Trinity Sunday May 31st  ~ Speaker: Jan Steven 

Scripture Readings: Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8;  
                                 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20 
 

 

Women’s Chorus ~ Thursdays June 4th and 18th at 9:30 am 
 

 

Niagara Cluster Worship Service, June 7th. We look forward to 
our next Cluster Worship Service June 7th, at Linwell Church, 335 
Linwell Rd. St. Catharines. Children's Sunday School is at 9:30; the 
service begins at 10:30, followed by ice cream sandwiches for all. 
An offering will be received for Mennonite Church Canada, Global 
Companions. Cheques can be made out to "Mennonite Church 
Canada" with 'Global Companions' in the memo line. 
 

Coffee Times ~ Sundays June 14th and 28th  

mailto:janscats@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/335+Linwell+Rd.+St.+Catharines?entry=gmail&source=g
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How Should We Then Live? Our Summer Theme. 
This question is the title of a book by the theologian, Francis 
Schaeffer, published 40 years ago.  His question arose from his 
desire for the church to respond, as faithful followers of Christ, to 
the major cultural and religious shifts of that time.  It was the same 
question that was asked in response to the Apostle Peter’s sermon 
at Pentecost: What should we do?  Following Pentecost, it was the 
question the early church wrestled with, empowered by the Spirit, 
as it pursued Christ's new creation.  If Jesus is Lord and making all 
things new, how should we then live? Now, this is our question as 
we respond to what we see and experience in our own time. It’s a 
call to risky living: it’s not a comfortable or easy solution to life’s 
problems. As we gather from Sunday to Sunday over these coming 
weeks of summer, this is our theme, question, and prayer – how 
should we then live?   

 
ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 

 

Please pray for the MCEC community of congregations. This 
week we hold Erb Street Mennonite Church in 
prayer.  Wendy Janzen and Chip Bender provide pastoral 

care to this community in Waterloo, Ontario.  Bless the people of 
Erb Street Mennonite Church as they seek to be rooted in God, 
growing in faith, and branching out in love to their community and 
the world. 

 

A publication of Mennonite Central Committee’s A 
Common Place is available for you to pick up in the Grace 
foyer on the round table. Please help yourself. 

 

Mennonite Disaster Service is grateful that all volunteer 
positions to serve with MDS in Denare Beach, 
Saskatchewan this spring and summer are now filled. 

               David Brubacher is serving there for the next two weeks. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? This summer June to August MCC 
Ontario is piloting on Tuesday afternoons an Affordable 
Produce Market on Queenston. This is one small practical 

step to help Neighbours access fresh food with dignity. 
We’re looking for friendly, hands on volunteers to help make the 
market possible…Cashiers, Hos, and market assistants all 
supported by MCC staff. Will be held at…Westview Christian 
Fellowship, 124 Queenston Street. If interested contact Laurie 
Warkentin at lauriewarkentin@mcco.ca. 



60th Annual New Hamburg Mennonite 
Relief Sale ~ 
May 29 and 30, New Hamburg 
Fairgrounds, New Hamburg, ON 

 

Have fun raising funds for MCC! There’s no shortage of things to 
see, do and taste at the 60th annual New Hamburg Mennonite Relief 
Sale, where funds raised support the work of MCC at home and 
around the world. 
Join the Friday night hymn sing, enjoy traditional and not-so-
traditional Mennonite foods, or place your bid in one of three exciting 
auctions. For a full list of things to see and do, as well as quilts for 
auction, visit NHMRS.com. See you at the fairgrounds! 
 
This year at the Mennonite Relief Sale the quilt that Molly and 
Hilda hand quilted will be in the quilt auction. It is labeled 
as…Ukrainian Roots… and is #150. 
 
 
********************************************************************************** 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven. 

Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. 
For ever and ever Amen. 

 
 

Contact Us:  Telephone: 905-935-6112    Email: gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
677 Niagara Street, St. Catharines 
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday 
www.gracemennonitechurch.com 
www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines 
 

Pastor        Darrell Winger       Darrell.winger@gmail.com 
                                            905-483-2335 
Worship & Music                Annie Schulz       annieschulz@yahoo.ca 
Associate                905-941-5511 
Office Administrator Ester Funk       gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
Community Chaplain Jan Steven       janscats@gmail.com 
                           289-990-4839 
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http://www.gracemennonitechurch.com/
http://www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines
mailto:Darrell.winger@gmail.com
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Communion Service Litany* 
 
In a world dry and thirsty, Living Water flows. 
In a world fainting and breathless, Divine Wind blows. 
In a world cold and dark, Spirit’s Flame glows. 
The Holy Spirit is here, and we open our awareness to perceive and 
receive him. 
God’s Spirit is here! We give thanks and celebrate! 
Come to this table 
Where bread and cup are transformed by the Spirit of God 
Into a meal of love and grace 
A supper of visions and dreams 
A table where all souls are welcome. 
 
We Confess Our Faith and Need of God’s Forgiveness 
 
Leader: Let us confess our faith together. 
All: We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
 
Leader: Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our need of God’s 
forgiveness. 
All: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and put a new and right spirit within me. 



 
Leader: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, 
The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
In the name of Jesus, we are forgiven, loved, and free. 
 

Prayer 
 

Words of Institution 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

The Bread 
Distribution of the Bread (Please hold the piece of bread until all are 
served and we can partake together.) 
Prayer for the Bread. 
Leader: The body of Christ, broken for you. 
(We eat the bread together.) 
 

The Cup 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Distribution of the Cup (Take a cup as the trays are passed. Please 
wait until all are served and we can partake together.) 
Prayer for the Cup. 
Leader: The blood of Christ shed for you. 
(We drink the cup together. Please place the empty cup in the 
holder in front of you.) 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

Leader: Thank you, Divine Spirit, for this meal of remembrance, 
and for coming to us as we have shared it. 
All: May the love we find at this table be reflected in our lives. 
May the power we receive at this table  
make us peacemakers and healers. 
And may the Spirit who fills us again at this table 
lead us to be those who proclaim Christ’s Reign 
in the words we speak and the things we do. Amen. 
 
*Adapted from resources provided by Michelle L.Torigian  
and John van de Laar 



 

 

To make things new that never were* 

 
 We name you wind, power, force, and then, 

   imaginatively, “Third Person.” 

 We name you and you blow… 

   blow hard, 

   blow cold, 

   blow hot, 

   blow strong, 

   blow gentle, 

   blow new… 

 Blowing the world out of nothing to abundance, 

 blowing the church out of despair to new life, 

 blowing little David from shepherd boy to messiah, 

 blowing to make things new that never were. 

  So blow this day, wind, 

        blow here and there, power, 

        blow even us, force, 

 Rush us beyond ourselves, 

 Rush us beyond our hopes, 

 Rush us beyond our fears,  

until we enact your newness in the world. 

 Come, come spirit. Amen. 

 

*Walter Brueggemann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
VT 378    When Flaming Dove Meets Rising Waters 
                 (Moment of Transformation) 
                Gwen M Stamm (USA), 2018, mixed media 


