
    
             March 6th, 2022   9:30 a.m.                

                    “Seeking God’s Ways”   

     Lent I ~ From Security to Generosity                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
 

 

 

Prelude                                                                            Annie Schulz 
 

Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer           Doug Schulz 
 

Leader:  Together we seek the way of God, 
People:  through the wilderness of Lent, 
               through the wilderness of life. 
Leader:   We crave the safety of God’s shelter, 
People:  the cool comfort of the divine shadow, 
               the security of the holy fortress. 
Leader:  God offers the care of angels, 
People:  the gentleness of creation, 
               the protection of love. 
Leader:  God is generous to all who call on the holy name, 
All:         so come, let us seek God’s way of generosity. 
 

Hymn              Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing         HWB #110 
 

Passing of the Peace / Prayers of the People 
 

Congregational Litany: From Brokenness Toward Healing 
 

Hymn        I stand amazed in the presence         HWB #528, vs.1,3 
 

Scripture Reading     Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 [OT p.548)     Doug Schulz 
 

Hymn                      And I will raise you up                       HWB #596 
 
 

Scripture Reading        Hebrews 4:14-16 [NT p.220] 
                                       Luke 4:1-13 [NT p.61]              Jan Steven                                               
 

Reflection                 “IT NEVER ENDS…”                    Jan Steven 
 

Women’s Chorus          This Lonesome Valley 
 

Lenten Prayer / Benediction                                         Doug Schulz 
 

Leader:  Holy One, we seek you while you may be found. 
People:  We call upon you while you are near. 
Leader:   Have mercy on us, O God, 
               for our thoughts are not your thoughts 
               and our ways are not your ways. 
People:  Forgive us for seeking security.  
               Lead us into your way of generosity. (over) 



Leader:   As we walk with Christ on this Lenten journey, 
               let us see your way more clearly 
All:     and follow your way more faithfully. 
 

Sending Hymn              Take, O Take Me as I Am               VT #748  
 

Take, O take me as I am; 
summon out what I shall be; 

set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 
Postlude 

 

 

[Offering box available on table at back of sanctuary] 
 

It is good to be together in worship this morning! 
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance. 

 
 

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance on February 27 ~ 44  
 
 

People Care Network and Prayer Notes: 
 

Your People Care Network cares. You are always welcome to 
contact Pastor Doug at 905-328-3660 or reachdoug@outlook.com 
or Jan at janscats@gmail.com or 289-990-4839. (Please leave a 
message if you get our answering machines. Thank you.) 
 

    Community Chaplain’s Corner            

Fresh Olive Oil from Palestine is Back! 
 

The Niagara Movement for Justice and Peace in Palestine-Israel 
has received a new shipment of olive oil from Palestine. It is $20 for 
the 750 ml bottle. The olive oil is a delicate, full-bodied olive oil with 
a sweet, smooth taste and peppery finish. It is cold-pressed. Olives 
are grown and harvested by Palestinian farmers at great personal 
danger and cost. For most farmers, olives and olive oil is their major 
or only source of livelihood. 
 

To order, contact Ineke Metcalf at email order@nmijpi.org. 
Products are fair trade and tax-exempt. Free delivery in the 
Niagara Region. They accept e-transfers, cheques or cash.(Ineke 
is a member of Silver Spire United Church and has served in the 
West Bank.) 
 

♫ Women’s Chorus: Thursday March 10th at 9:30 am. 
 

Restrooms: The downstairs bathroom (behind kitchen) will be 
designated for preschool use only on weekdays. If needed, please use 
the upstairs restroom.  

mailto:reachdoug@outlook.com
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NOTICE: Due to a flood in the Northend Preschool area in the lower 
part of our church building, we are pleased to provide for the time being 
some space in our Foyer and Church Hall for preschool programming. 
The staff will use our vacant pastor office. Please avoid use of the 
church hall during the week. If needing access to the office area, 
proceed from the foyer through the sanctuary, or come to the back 
entrance by the office area. Thanks! 
 
 

Sunday, March 13th – Worship service [9:30 a.m.]  
Speaker: Tom Neufeld 
Scripture Texts (Focus texts highlighted): Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; 
Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-45 or Luke 9:28-36 
 

COVID-19 Guidelines:  Masks and physical distancing required. 
 

Coffee Time ~ March 20th If you would like to offer cookies, squares, 
or fruit for coffee time; speak to Bertha Andress, Lynda Brubacher, 
Mary Koop (Jordan) or Annie Schulz (Hospitality Team). 
 

Annual Meeting ~ After the Worship Service on Sunday, March 27th 
in the Church Hall 
 
ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 

From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) 
*Each week we pray for a faith community within the MCEC 
community of congregations. This week please pray for  

McArthur’s Mills Christian Fellowship. Bill Theobald provides 
leadership for the congregation. Pray for this small congregation 
near Bancroft, ON. 
 

MCC News 1. As previously reported, the Annual Meat 
Canning and Sale has been cancelled.  The equipment 
cannot be brought across the border from the United States. 
2. The "Grow Hope Niagara" program is still being 

planned.  We will probably hear more from Tom Neufeld on March 13. 
3. The Annual New Hamburg Relief Sale is still on the calendar for May 
27 and 28. The MCC Coin Jug is back in business in the lobby.  Let's 
hear those coins drop before and after but not during the service. 
4. MCC is involved in providing assistance to Ukraine.  MCC does not 
have a physical presence in Ukraine, but it does have the means to 
acquire food and other goods to assist at this time.  Due to the urgency 
of the need, if you wish to donate, please send any contribution directly 
to: MCC Ontario, 203 - 50 Kent Avenue, Kitchener, ON   N2G 3R1 and 
designate "Ukraine".  Any amount is welcomed by MCC and the needy 
in Ukraine.   
These donations are above church budget.  Thanks, Ted Stephen 



A Moment for MCC: 50 years ago, MCC Thrift founder 
had “no idea” first shop would turn into multi-million 
dollar operation 
 

In 1972, Susan Giesbrecht joined friends Linie Friesen, Selma Loewen, 
and Sara Stoesz to open up the very first MCC Thrift shop in Altona, 
mainly selling second-hand clothes to people in the region. None of 
them thought the shop would even last the year. 
 

“We thought after about six months everyone would have cleaned out 
their closets and we’d be out of business, but as you can see that’s not 
the case,” said Giesbrecht, now 93 years old. “It grew much beyond 
what I, or any of the four of us, thought it would grow into.” 
 

In the years prior to opening the Altona shop, MCC shipped second-
hand clothes to partners all over the world. Eventually, leadership 
determined the money spent on shipping would be better spent buying 
clothes and other necessities locally at a fraction of the cost. At the 
same time, MCC began to ponder how to turn used clothing into money 
to benefit relief and development projects around the world. 
The four women had an idea to do just that. They managed to find an 
inexpensive storefront in Altona, cleaned it up and set to work seeking 
donations from people in the community to sell. 
 

The space was so small, shoppers would sometimes ask to buy 
Loewen’s coat, which often hung behind the cash register because 
there was nowhere else, Giesbrecht remembered with a laugh. “We 
thought this was the way to turn our clothes into cash. And it worked,” 
she said. 
 

From that humble beginning grew a thriving network of shops across 
Canada and the U.S. which generates millions of dollars every year for 
MCC programs locally and around the world.  
In the 2020/2021 fiscal year, shops in both countries contributed 
CAD $12,387,000  to support MCC’s work. 
 
MCC - Relief, development, and peace in the name of Christ 
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/looking-back-50-years-mcc-thrift 
 
 

905-935-6112 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday 

www.gracemennonitechurch.com 
Pastor                             Doug Schulz              reachdoug@outlook.com 
Community Chaplain      Jan Steven                 janscats@gmail.com 
Worship Coordinator      Annie Schulz              annieschulz@yahoo.ca 
Office Administrator        Ester Funk                 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
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