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Crace March 20t 2022 9:30 a.m.
-‘/\/\ NNoNife “Seeking God’s Ways”
urc Lent lll ~ From Earning to Receiving

Prelude Ester Funk
Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer Jan Steven

Leader: Together we seek the way of God,
People: whose ways are not our ways,

whose thoughts are beyond our thoughts.
Leader: Today we accept God’s invitation to the feast,
People: where there is water in the desert

and delightful food to share.
Leader: As we worship, we receive the abundant gifts of God
People: without money and without price.

All: So let us praise God and sing for joy.
Hymn Come, Thou Fount On Screen
Passing of the Peace / Prayers of the People

For Those with Whom Our Lives are Bound On Screen
Scripture Reading Isaiah 55:1-9 [OT p.685) Jan Steven

Hymn Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights On Screen
Scripture Reading Luke 13:1-9 [NT p.76] Laur Steven
Reflection  “FROM EARNING TO RECEIVING”  Laur Steven
Hymn of Response God, whose giving HWB #383

Lenten Prayer / Benediction Laur Steven

Leader: Holy One, we seek you while you may be found.
People: We call upon you while you are near.
Leader: Have mercy on us, O God,
for our thoughts are not your thoughts
and our ways are not your ways.
People: Forgive us for acting as if we must earn your love.
Open us to receiving your love as a gift.
Leader: As we walk with Christ on this Lenten journey,
let us see your way more clearly
All: and follow your way more faithfully.



Sending Hymn Take, O Take Me as | Am VT #748

Take, O take me as | am;
summon out what | shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.
Postlude

[Offering box available on table at back of sanctuary]

It is good to be together in worship this morning!
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance.

Coffee Time Today ~ Everyone welcome!
(No proof of vaccination required)

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

A\
Sunday March 13", 2022
Attendance — 40 Budget Offering — $612.70

People Care Network and Prayer Notes:

Your People Care Network cares. You are always welcome to
contact Pastor Doug at 905-328-3660 or reachdoug@outlook.com
or Jan at janscats@gmail.com or 289-990-4839. (Please leave a
message if you get our answering machines. Thank you.)

Jan and Laur Steven will be in Arizona for the month of April,
but our phone number and email addresses stay the same. @)

@ Community Chaplain’s Corner @) v
Some Wonderful C S Lewis quotes from "Mere Christianity."

“When we Christians behave badly, or fail to behave well, we are
making Christianity unbelievable to the outside world.”

“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something
to forgive.”

“If they are wrong they need your prayers all the more; and if they are
your enemies, then you are under orders to pray for them. That is one
of the rules common to the whole house.”

“My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and
unjust. But how had | got this idea of just and unjust? A man does not
call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line. What was
| comparing this universe with when | called it unjust?”


mailto:reachdoug@outlook.com
mailto:janscats@gmail.com

“And out of that hopeless attempt has come nearly all that we call
human history—money, poverty, ambition, war, prostitution, classes,
empires, slavery—the long terrible story of man trying to find something
other than God which will make him happy.”

— C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Restrooms: The downstairs bathroom (behind kitchen) will be
designated for preschool use only on weekdays. If needed, please
use the upstairs restroom.

NOTICE: Due to a flood in the Northend Preschool area in the lower
part of our church building, we are pleased to provide for the time being
some space in our Foyer and Church Hall for preschool programming.
The staff will use our vacant pastor office. Please avoid use of the
church hall during the week. If needing access to the office area,
proceed from the foyer through the sanctuary, or come to the back
entrance by the office area. Thanks!

7 Women’s Chorus: Thursday March 24" at 9:30 am.

Sunday, March 27" — Worship service [9:30 a.m.]
Speaker: Doug Schulz

Scripture Texts (Focus texts highlighted): Joshua 5:9-12;
Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

COVID-19 Guidelines: Masks and physical distancing required.

Annual Meeting ~ Sunday, March 27™" after the Worship Service
in the Church Hall. Report Books are available today or contact
Ester in the office to pick up a copy.

ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD

» . From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC)
‘/-9, *Each week we pray for a faith community within the MCEC
community of congregations. This week please pray for
Meheret Evangelical Church. Pastor Yared Seretse provides pastoral
leadership for the congregation. Pray for this congregation as they
minister to their neighbours in the K-W areaand seek to love God, love
others and serve the world.

The Great Winter Warm-Up: Niagara United Mennonite
Church invites everyone to join them on Saturday March

8.4 26, drop-in anytime between 8:30 am and Noon to tie
comforters to be sent to MCC. Many of these comforters will make their
way to Europe to refugees fleeing Ukraine.




Thank you for your congregation's recent financial gift
/ designated to Ukraine Emergency Assistance. Your

partnership in this work is very much appreciated and
valued. It allows MCC to share God's love and compassion for all in
the name of Christ by responding to basic human needs and
working for peace and justice. MCC envisions communities
worldwide in the right relationship to God, one another, and
creation. May God bless you as you bless others, Stephen Roy
Church and Community Relations Associate.

G‘ ) Dear Friends at Grace Mennonite Church,

supply essential local care

/ Linda Herr, MCC area director for Europe and the Middle
East, says that MCC partners in Ukraine are already meeting
essential and immediate needs on the ground where they are. "We
are seeing a very local response," says Herr. "Many of our partners
are taking funds that would have been used for local projects that
can't happen now and they're buying food, medicine, blankets,
mattresses—anything and everything that people need."

They are bringing mattresses to people who are sleeping in
basements or stairwells, which are serving as makeshift bomb
shelters. They are setting up rooms in schools that provide shelter
for people on the move. Partners are also providing fuel for vehicles
and food for families on their way to other, more secure parts of the
country. With Ukraine's ports now blocked off by Russian military
forces, and no air access, supplies are hard to come by. MCC
partners are focusing on what they can do in the moment,
purchasing what they can find and transporting supplies in whatever
size vehicles they have available.

G‘ ) A Moment for MCC: MCC church partners in Ukraine

"Please pray for the people here. Every minute this conflict
continues, the humanitarian impacts worsen. Pray for peace. And
pray that our partners will continue to have the strength to carry on
their good work."

905-935-6112 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday
www.gracemennonitechurch.com

Pastor Doug Schulz reachdoug@outlook.com
Community Chaplain  Jan Steven janscats@gmail.com
Worship Coordinator ~ Annie Schulz annieschulz@yahoo.ca

Office Administrator ~ Ester Funk gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
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