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Prelude Annie Schulz
Gathering Thoughts Laur Steven
Lighting the Christ Candle

Call to Worship
Leader: God comes into a world filled with uncertainties

and darkness.
People: God seeks out the voids of belief and conviction.
Leader: God embraces the wounded and broken.
People: God knocks down the walls of division and strife.
Leader: God is the candle shining in the darkness of our days.
People: God is the light of our lives.
Leader: God is the one who makes all things new.

All: Praise be to God, now and forevermore!
Prayer
Hymn Mountain of God VT 11

Passing of the Peace

Prayer for Offerings
[Offering plate is available on table at back of sanctuary]

Musical Reflection

Prayers of the People Laur Steven
Hymn Come, Thou Fount VT 563
Scripture Reading Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 (OT p.20)
Hymn Come to the Water VT 35, w.1,2,3
Scripture Reading Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (NT p.11)
Meditation “Origin Stories: Rebecca’s Calling” Alicia Janzen
Hymn of Response Will You Let Me Be Your Servant VT 778
Benediction Laur Steven
Sending Hymn God Calls Us VT 394

Postlude



It is good to be together in worship this morning!
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance.

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome Alicia Janzen as our guest speaker today. Alicia
Janzen attends Grantham MB Church with her husband, Michael
Dyck, and their children. After working in the Spiritual Life Centre at
Eden High School for 21 years, she transitioned in her ministry to
working as a registered psychotherapist at a local counselling clinic
3 years ago.

Attendance ~ Sunday June 28" — 43

Sunday July 12" ~ Speaker: Jan Steven
Scripture Readings: Psalm 65:8-13; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Coffee Times ~ Sundays July 19", August 16%

Sunday August 30*, 4:00 p.m. Grace Church Social

at Doug & Ester’'s Farm (3017 8™ Avenue, Jordan)
Watermelon and Rollkuchen, etc. Bring your own lawn
chair. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the foyer!

Keeping in Touch with Our Grace Friends

Our Grace friends who are home-based or living in long-term care
send a warm hello: Irene B., Anne D., Agnes G., Jake H., Erika I.,
Hertha J., Mary K. (in St. Catharines), and Marlene W. Let us
continue to keep in touch through visits, phone calls, and cards.

Is there someone you are concerned about? Please reach out by
phoning or visiting them — and let me, Jan Steven, know as well.
As the Hands and Feet of Jesus, we are also called to be His Eyes
and Ears. Thank you for caring for one another.

And if you would like a friendly visit, I'm your gal. But | won’t know
if you don’t tell me. & Jan, 289-990-4839, janscats@gmail.com

Thank youl!

We greatly appreciate the generosity of several donors who gave
toward the costs of purchasing the additional 40 Voices Together
hymnals for the sanctuary! Your giving more than covered our costs
-- thank you! We are blessed with a generous church family.


mailto:janscats@gmail.com

Did you know? Your Chaplain, Jan Steven, has a website
featuring her short stories — Graceview Chronicles, Adventures
with Nell, and Sunshine and a Purple Dress — plus her Faith
Matters column that appears in local newspapers.

Check out www.jansjots.weebly.com

If you don’t have internet access and would like monthly printed

columns, let me know! W— Jan

Graceletter

The recent edition of our congregational newsletter, Graceletter,
was put in your church mailbox and mailed to church members and
other friends of Grace who do not regularly attend. In the future, if
you would prefer to only receive a PDF version by email, rather
than the printed version, please let Ester know. We are glad to send
Graceletter by email to anyone who is interested, within or beyond
the congregation. It is also available on our website.

ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD

From a Mennonite World Conference pastoral letter to
Anabaptists in DR Congo
At this time, we call on our global communion to pray with our
siblings in DR Congo and beyond amid an Ebola outbreak. We
pray for the spread of hygiene information to shut down the spread
of the virus. We pray for the provision of soap and gloves and other
tools to protect the carers from paying a cost for their compassion.
We pray for governments to be wise and judicious in their
implementation of preventive measures. We pray for a stop to local
and regional violence that would interfere with medical aid reaching
those who need it. We pray for churches to be a refuge for the spirit
in this time of fear. May our members take care to be sharers of
truthful information. May our communities be generous in tending to
the needs of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the name of Jesus, Prince of Peace, Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven.
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory.
For ever and ever Amen.
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The Summer Day

Who made the world?

Who made the swan, and the black bear?

Who made the grasshopper?

This grasshopper, | mean —

the one who has flung herself out of the grass,

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and
down —

who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated
eyes.

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her
face.

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.

| don't know exactly what a prayer is.

| do know how to pay attention, how to fall down

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass,

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields,
which is what | have been doing all day.

Tell me, what else should | have done?

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?

Tell me, what is it you plan to do

with your one wild and precious life?

+ Mary Oliver

Contact Us: Telephone: 905-935-6112 Email: gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
677 Niagara Street, St. Catharines

Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday
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www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines

Pastor Darrell Winger Darrell.winger@gmail.com
905-483-2335
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