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Prelude                                                                        Annie Schulz 
 

Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer   David Brubacher 
 
 

 

Barely midnight. All of us hunkered down 
around ashes of a fire. The animals 

asleep. Our companions: hunger, nagging, doubt. 
Our wants are reasonable: provisions for the family, 

better health, a better bed than this hard slope, 
good grazing, sturdy lambs, and death to predators 

whose hostile howls invade our restless dreams. 
But let’s be honest: let’s admit right now: 
what we want most is foolproof evidence 

that God exists and knows we’re here. We want 
our sorrows noted, our frantic labors recognized. 

We want the Holy One, although it’s dark (and late 
the hour) to hunker with us at the fire’s glow 
and speak with us – Right here. Right now. 

                                       (from Voices Together # 871) 
 

Hymn                    God is here among us                         HWB #16                     
 

Prayers of the People                                               David Brubacher 

Scripture Reading            Isaiah 61:1,2 [OT p.691] 

                                           Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 [NT p.60] 
 

Hymn                 When Jesus Comes to Be Baptized                Singers 
 
 

Scripture Reading        Luke 4:14-20 [NT p.61] 
                                       Luke 7:18-23 [NT p.66]            Jan Steven 
 

Reflection                “A MAN CALLED JOHN”                Jan Steven 
 

Hymn of Response      Spirit of God! Descend      HWB #502, v.1,5 
 

Benediction                                               
 

Sending Hymn                  Lead me, Lord                       HWB #538 
 

Postlude 
 



[Offering box available on table at back of sanctuary] 
 

It is good to be together in worship this morning! 
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance. 

 
GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

People Care Network and Prayer Notes:  
 

Greetings! Ontario is back to Step Two of the Roadmap to Reopen, 
but your People Care Team is Always There To Care. Over the next 
few weeks your community chaplain and People Care Team  
friend Jan will be giving many of the folks in the GMC Directory a 
phone call. Just to say “Hi!” Know that you are always welcome to 
contact Pastor Doug at 905-328-3660 or reachdoug@outlook.com  
or Jan at janscats@gmail.com or 289-990-4839. (Please leave a 
message if you get our machine. Thank you.) 
 
 
Budget Income for January 2nd ~ $4,300.00 
 
Attendance on January 2nd Service ~ 25 people 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 16th  – Worship service [9:30 a.m.]  
Speaker: Laur Steven   Scripture Texts (Focus texts highlighted):  
 

Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; I Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
 
Restrooms: Restrooms in the Preschool area are off limits due to 
health requirements. If necessary, use restrooms at the south end 
of the foyer. 
 
COVID-19 Guidelines:  Our ‘People Care Network’ philosophy 
follows a policy approach tailored from Public Health 
requirements/recommendations for public indoor settings. 
1.Social distancing – Maintain 6’ separation; seating is every 
other bench 
2. Mask-wearing: Masks required as we enter/leave or move within 
the building (outdoors optional when distanced). During services 
masks are recommended for everyone, including children. If fully 
immunized, you may lower your mask at your seat except when 
singing.  
3. Social events (Church Hall): Full vaccination proof required 
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‘HYBRID SERVICES’ at Grace Mennonite Church in Response 
to the Current Pandemic Situation – 
During the pandemic, we in leadership at Grace have taken careful 
precautions to follow health-safety protocols. Thank you, everyone, 
for your support and cooperation during the past two years. Now, 
due to heightened concern for the spread of the COVID-19  
Omicron variant, we will adjust worship services as follows: 

 

1. A brief service (scriptures, prayers, songs, sermon) will be 
audio-recorded in our sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays, starting 
on January 9th. 
2. This will be uploaded to our website as soon as possible after the 
service. 
3. Copies of the recording on CDs will be placed in the Library and 
foyer, as usual. 
4. This form of worship service will be in place until further notice… 
We hope to get back to regular “live” services as soon as possible. 
 

You may ask: Can I attend church on Sundays?  At this point, 
we caution attendance. However, if you feel it is essential to have a 
shared spiritual experience with others, and feel comfortable and 
safe at Grace, you are welcome to attend recording sessions. 
Normal protocols apply – masks and distancing. 
 
 
 
ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 

 
From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) 
 

1.Each week we pray for a faith community within the MCEC 
community of congregations. This week please pray for KW House 
Church. Pray for this small congregation as they desire to bear 
witness to God’s love and to live an intentional life of gospel values 
in an urban setting through prayer, works of service and 
compassion. 
 
2.Join in praise and prayer with Witness workers Werner and 
Joanne De Jong as they make their way to Ethiopia to serve with 
the Meserete Kristos Seminary on January 16, 2022. After waiting 
the fall semester for visas, they are finally able to travel. 
 



3.As part of Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission, leaders of the 
Mennonite Church of Angola have asked for prayer for the church’s 
leadership training school which prepares pastors and other church 
workers for ministry. Pray for encouragement for participants and 
that they will be blessings to the church and to their communities. 

 

 
A Moment for MCC:  Thrifters (MCC Thrift Shop buyers) 
make huge strides for the environment! 
 
We at MCC Thrift are so grateful that 1,898 people took the 

Thrift First pledge this year. If each participant thrifted just five items 
(instead of buying them new), then together we saved: 

• 9,490 pieces of clothing from the landfill 

• enough water to fill two Olympic sized swimming pools 

• the carbon emissions equivalent to driving from Vancouver 
to Montreal and back – 114 times 

  
Thank you for supporting MCC Thrift over the past year. Whether 
you shopped, donated, volunteered or participated in another way, 
we're grateful to have you part of our community. Wishing you a 
Happy New Year! 
 
(Note from Jan: On Tuesday at the MCC Thrift Store on Grantham, 
our daughter Anna found a record she’s been looking for, for years!) 
 
 
 
 

 
905-935-6112 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 

Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday 
www.gracemennonitechurch.com 

Pastor                             Doug Schulz              reachdoug@outlook.com 
Community Chaplain      Jan Steven                 janscats@gmail.com 
Music Coordinator          Annie Schulz              annieschulz@yahoo.ca 
Office Administrator        Ester Funk                 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
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