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Restoration is Near

Prelude Annie Schulz

Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer Laur Steven

Leader: A branch shall come forth from the stump of Jesse;
its root shall bear fruit.

People: May we be ready, O Lord, ready to be fruit bearers
of your harvest, bringing forth the fruit of dwelling,
longing, unity, and peace.

Leader: Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.

People: Renew our spirit, stand as a banner before us,
bright as morning glory.

Leader: Prepare the way for new life that emerges in and through
you, life that ripples out to your people, into all nations.

All: In you there is glorious rest.

Candle Litany
Leader: John the Baptist proclaimed,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
People: Prepare the way of the Lord,
make God’s paths straight.
Leader: As we prepare, we light this candle as a sign of peace.
People: Bring your restoration to your people, we pray.

Hymn Bless’d be the God of Israel HWB #174
Passing of the Peace

Offertory Prayer
Musical Reflection

Prayers of the People
Grace Singers Wait for the Lord

Scripture Reading Excerpts from Isaiah 11:1-10 [OT p.640]
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 [OT p.533]

Hymn Comfort, comfort, O my people HWB #176



Scripture Reading Excerpts from Romans 15:4-13 [NT p.163]
Matthew 3:1-12 [NT p.2]

Meditation “Peace = Justice with Kindness” Jan Steven

Hymn of Response Come Now, O Prince of Peace VT #391

Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Come now, O God of love, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.

Benediction Jan Steven

Sending Hymn Spirit of the living God HWB #349
Grace Singers practice following the service

Christmas Cards and Chocolates from the Steven Family
After the service today, please take a Christmas card
and a chocolate treat - a gift from Laur and Jan Steven.
They are located on the table in the foyer. Thank you.

It is good to be together in worship this morning!
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance.

[Offering plate available on table at back of sanctuary]

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday November 27", 2022

Attendance — 44  Budget Offering — $5,445.00
\

Sunday, December 11th - Worship Service [9:30 a.m.]

Speaker: Doug Schulz

Scripture Texts (Focus texts highlighted): Isaiah 35:1-10;

Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11; Isaiah 1:46b-55



7 Women’s Chorus ~ Thursday, December 8" at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, December 22" at 9:30 a.m.

J Grace Singers ~ Sunday, December 18 following the service

Semi-annual meeting & coffee time on December 11" in church
hall after worship service.

Everyone is welcome to bring one dozen Christmas cookies for
coffee time. The cookies will be plated at church. Hospitality Team

Christmas Eve Service — Saturday, December 24" at 4:00 p.m.
Christmas Day — Sunday, Dec.25™ worship service at 9:30 a.m.

New Year’s Day — Sunday, Jan. 15" worship service at 9:30 a.m.
With the Memorial Service being cancelled due to the snowstorm,
we will remember the passing of our loved ones on New Year’s Day.
Feel free to invite members of your extended families.

Pastoral Care Team (Grace Friends)

Many members of our church family would love to join us on
Sundays, but are unable to. But we can keep in touch by prayer,
phone calls, cards, and visits. Their contact information is in the
Grace Church Directory. These friends include (but are not limited
to): Tom B, Peter D, Reg F., Agnes G., Abe H., Erika I., John B.,
Mary L., John S., Mary S., Alice T., and Mary W. Did | miss
someone? Let me (Jan Steven) know.

ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD

~/9’ From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC)
N

*Each week we pray for a faith community within the MCEC

of congregations. This week we pray for Tavistock
Mennonite Church. Jim Brown provides pastoral leadership for the
congregation. Pray for this congregation who are called to be a
welcoming community of Gospel people on the Jesus journey: a
diverse people, united by God’s call, empowered by the Holy Spirit
and extending the peace of Christ to all.

*Continue to pray for peace and wisdom in Ukraine, Russia and
in places throughout our world where the people cry out for
peace.



» A Moment for MCC: Sewing for a Better World!
i Invest in a brighter future for people like Augustine Bidali in
Uganda. With a sewing machine and training in tailoring,
Bidali, a refugee from South Sudan, can build a better life for himself
and his three younger brothers. $195 provides a sewing machine.
Now there’s a Christmas gift that keeps on giving!

Mark your calendars! On Sunday, December 18, at 3:00 p.m., a
special Christmas Choral Concert, "Joy to the World" will be
hosted at Bethany Mennonite Church, 572 East & West Line,
featuring the Seasons Chorale, under the direction of Bert
Warkentin, with choir members from many of our community
churches. A prelude by the Niagara Bethany Handbell Choir will
begin at 2:45 p.m. All are welcome, please join us to celebrate
Christ's coming! There will be an opportunity to make a free will
offering to support our local food banks.

Donations of non-perishable groceries are also welcomed.

Tel: 905-935-6112 Email: gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday
www.gracemennonitechurch.com
www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines

Office Administrator Ester Funk gracemennonite@belinet.ca

Worship Coordinator  Annie Schulz annieschulz@yahoo.ca

Lead Admin Pastor David Brubacher Urgent Concerns, Funerals
905-931-0828 dbrubacher52@gmail.com

Pastoral Care Chaplain Jan Steven Pastoral Care, Friendly Visits

289-990-4839 janscats@gmail.com
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