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Messiah Medley
Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer Doug Schulz

Jesus Christ, come to us,

fill our hearts with joy in knowing

this deeper truth that life contains,

that because You come, all will be well.

Let us witness not to successful lives,

not to perfect health, faultless families,
highly achieving work, or new possessions,
but to the quiet inner knowing of You.

And as we gather this joyful morning,
let our Alleluias rise from willing lips,

from lives opened to Your gift,

and from heatrts filled with Your love.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
and Amen! [Ann Siddall]

Hymn Come and Hear the Joyful Singing Back Page

Passing of the Peace / Prayers of the People

Carols Oh, how joyfully HWB #209
Good Christian friends, rejoice HWB #210

Scripture Reading  Colossians 3:12-17 [NT p.201]

Hymn In the Lord I'll be ever Thankful

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,

in the Lord | will rejoice!

Look to God, do not be afraid.

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near,
lift up your voices, the Lord is near.



Scripture Reading Psalm 148 [OT p.582] Waldo Pauls
Reflection “DARE TO IMAGINE GOD’S ROBE”  Waldo Pauls
Hymn of Response This is my Father’s world HWB #154
Benediction

Sending Hymn My life flows on HWB #580 v.1,4

[Offering box available on table at back of sanctuary]

It is good to be together in worship this morning!
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance.

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

People Care Network and Prayer Notes:

1)Christmas and New Years seasons are so special for the
heartfelt connections we often have with loved ones. Remember in
prayer those in our church and neighbourhood communities who
struggle with illness or loneliness and or other difficulties at this
time. As you pray, perhaps you want to use these words: “When
the cares of my heart were many, your consolations comforted my
soul. The Beloved is a stronghold, the Comforter, the refuge of my
soul.” [Nan C. Merrill]

2)Please contact Pastor Doug with any pastoral care needs —to
ask for prayer or encouragement, or to request a visit.

v Community Chaplain’s Corner @) ¥

By early January, Laur and | should be moved into our new-to-us
home. Covid permitting, | would love to visit folks who welcome
some company. Covid not-permitting — I'd love to connect with you
by phone. I'm easy to reach. See me at church, phone me at 289-
990-4839, or email me at janscats@gmail.com

Budget Income for December 19" ~ $1,740.00
Attendance on December 19" Service ~ 45 people

Sunday, January 2" — Worship service [9:30 a.m.]

Speaker: Doug Schulz Scripture Texts (Focus texts highlighted):
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12;

Matthew 2:1-12


mailto:janscats@gmail.com

Restrooms: Restrooms in the Preschool area are off limits due to
health requirements. If necessary, use restrooms at the south end
of the foyer.

COVID-19 Guidelines: Our ‘People Care Network’ philosophy
follows a policy approach tailored from Public Health
requirements/recommendations for public indoor settings.

1.Social distancing — Maintain 6’ separation; seating is every
other bench

2. Mask-wearing: Masks required as we enter/leave or move
within the building (outdoors optional when distanced). During
services masks are recommended for everyone, including
children. If fully immunized, you may lower your mask at your
seat except when singing.

3. Social events (Church Hall): Full vaccination proof required

s Women's Quilting ~ We are hoping to begin quilting in
r'l B the new year, pending provincial government Covid
# B protocols. Everyone is invited to join us, likely beginning
in mid-January. Confirmation to follow in late December or early
January. For more information call Anne Dyck.

ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD

*Each week we pray for a faith community within the

MCEC community of congregations. This week please pray
for Kitchener Emmanuel Church. Pastor Thingsai provides
leadership for this Chin congregation who meets at First
Mennonite Church in Kitchener, ON.

‘/9, From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC)
N

oppression

/ This Advent season, we issue an invitation to celebrate
the role of civil society — churches, voluntary citizens’

groups

and other non-profit organizations — by joining MCC in

encouraging our governments to protect and support their

important work.

G‘ ) A Moment for MCC ~ Defending hope in the midst of

In a world of violence and injustice, living into hope is a faithful
courageous witness. For over 100 years, MCC has witnessed and
walked alongside churches and grassroots organizations in Africa,
Asia, Latin America, the Middle East and North America who have



https://mcccanada.ca/peace-sunday-2021
https://mcccanada.ca/peace-sunday-2021

modelled speaking out against violence and defending hope in the
midst of injustice. In these contexts, hope is strong and audacious,
radically demonstrating the upside-down order Jesus embodied:

a Kingdom where children lead (Isaiah 11:6), the dead live
(Matthew 28:6), the poor in spirit are blessed (Matthew 5:3) and
the captives are set free (Luke 4:18). It is an Advent hope, an
upside-down hope of waiting for and living into the Kingdom of
God.

MCC - Relief, development, and peace in the name of Christ
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/defending-hope-midst-oppression

Come and Hear the Joyful Singing

Come and hear the joyful singing, Alleluia, gloria,
Set the bells of heaven ringing Alleluia, gloria,
God the Lord has shown us favour, Alleluia, gloria,
Christ is born to be our Saviour. Alleluia, gloria!

Angels of His birth are telling, Alleluia, gloria,
Prince of Peace all pow’rs excelling; Alleluia, gloria,
Death and hell cannot defeat Him; Alleluia, gloria,
Go to Bethlehem and greet Him. Alleluia, gloria!

Choir and people, shout in wonder, Alleluia, gloria,
Let the mighty chorus thunder; Alleluia, gloria,
Thank our God for love amazing, Alleluia, gloria,
Father, Son and Spirit praising. Alleluia, gloria!

905-935-6112 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday
www.gracemennonitechurch.com

Pastor Doug Schulz reachdoug@outlook.com
Pastor Beth Woelk bethwoelk@gmail.com
Community Chaplain ~ Jan Steven janscats@gmail.com
Music Coordinator Annie Schulz annieschulz@yahoo.ca

Office Administrator ~ Ester Funk gracemennonite@bellnet.ca



mailto:gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
http://www.gracemennonitechurch.com/
mailto:bethwoelk@gmail.com
mailto:gracemennonite@bellnet.ca

