
    December 12th, 2021 9:30 a.m. 
               

                                                                                                                                                             Advent III 
                   Dare to imagine God’s song!   
 

 

 

Prelude                                                                       Annie Schulz                                                            
 

Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer       Doug Schulz 
 
 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say: Rejoice! 
Shout for joy, rejoice with all your heart! 
God sings over you. Fear not, for God is in your midst. 
Shout for joy, rejoice with all your heart! 
Sing praises to God – shout aloud and sing for joy. 
God is in our midst. 
We listen. 
We strain to grasp the sound of God’s song. 
 

Candle Litany 
 

We light a candle of joy.  And we imagine: 
Jubilation! Rejoicing! Do not fear! 
We light the candle and join in God’s song, singing heartfully, 
  singing joyfully, singing together. 
Imagine that…we are God’s wonders, blessed wonders. 
 

 

Hymn                    Hark! The glad sound                       HWB #184 
 

Passing of the Peace / Prayers of the People          Doug Schulz 

Scripture Reading      Isaiah 12:2-6 [OT p.641]          Doug Schulz 
 

Song             In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful                         Insert    

Reflection        “A SHORT HISTORY OF JOY”        Kevin McCabe 
 Joy to the World  HWB #318 v.1,4 
 Cradle Hymn   Insert 
 O Holy Night   Insert 
 I Heard the Bells  Insert 
 
Benediction                                              Doug Schulz 
 

Sending Hymn     Oh, how shall I receive thee     HWB #182 v.1,3 
 
 

Postlude 
 

 

[Offering box available on table at back of sanctuary] 



 

It is good to be together in worship this morning! 
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance. 

 
GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

People Care Network and Prayer Notes:  
 

1) Our Chaplain Jan Steven has stepped back 
from People Care work during December as she and Laur focus 
on their house move to Beamer Ave. Thanks, Jan & Laur, for the 
gifts of chocolate over the past couple of weeks! 
2) Please contact Pastor Doug with any pastoral care needs – to 
ask for prayer or encouragement, or to request a visit.  
3) Continue in prayer for those of our community with ongoing 
health challenges, that treatments and/or comfort care measures 
would be effective. 
 

Budget Income for December 5th  ~ $7,830.00 
 

Attendance on December 5th Service ~ 58 people 
 
 

 

♫ Women’s Chorus ~ Thursday December 16th at 9:30 am. 

 
Sunday, December 19th – Fourth Advent - Worship service  
[9:30 a.m.] Speaker: Doug Schulz Scripture Texts (Focus texts 
highlighted): Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; Hebrews 10:5-10; 
Luke 1:39-55  Coffee time following the service. 
 

 

Restrooms: Restrooms in the Preschool area are off limits due to 
health requirements. If necessary, use restrooms at the south end 
of the foyer. 
 

COVID-19 Guidelines:  Our ‘People Care Network’ philosophy 
follows a policy approach tailored from Public Health 
requirements/recommendations for public indoor settings. 
1.Social distancing – Maintain 6’ separation; seating is every 
other bench 
2. Mask-wearing: Masks required as we enter/leave or move 
within the building (outdoors optional when distanced). During 
services masks are recommended for everyone, including 
children. If fully immunized, you may lower your mask at your 
seat except when singing.  
3. Social events (Church Hall): Full vaccination proof required 
 
 
 



 
Friday, December 24th, Christmas Eve – Service [4:00 pm]  

IMPORTANT: Due to COVID-19 protocols, our seating capacity is 
limited. If you are planning to attend Christmas Eve service, 
please email or call Grace office to register ASAP. Priority will be 
given to regular attenders. 

 
Please check the library for new books for 
December. There is a list provided in the library and 
on the bulletin board by the foyer front door. 
 

 

♥ Community Chaplain’s Corner       ♥ Places that Take 

Furniture   This past week I’ve been trying to find a home for our 
living room furniture that won’t fit through the door of our wee 
house. The MCC Thrift Store on Grantham no longer takes cloth 
living room furniture, but these places do: 
ReStore - 150 Bunting Rd - (905) 685-7365 
Mission Thrift Store - 184 Scott St - (905) 704-0422 
Niagara Furniture Bank - 211 Church St - (905) 682-8371 
Niagara International Students – Contact Ryanna at 
ryanna65@yahoo.com - www.niagarainternationalstudents.com 
 
This the last week for Christmas cards and chocolate bars 
from Laur and me (Jan.) See me after the service in the foyer!  

 
Women's Quilting ~ We are hoping to begin quilting in 
the new year, pending provincial government Covid 
protocols.  Everyone is invited to join us, likely beginning 

in mid-January.   Confirmation to follow in late December or early 
January.  For more information call Anne Dyck. 

 
ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 
 

From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) 
 

*Each week we pray for a faith community within the 
MCEC community of congregations. This week please pray 

for Hochma, Montreal, QC. Pastor Lyne Renaud provides pastoral 
leadership for this congregation. Please pray for the leadership of 
this congregation and as their breakfast ministry to the community 
begins again in January. 
 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=AOaemvJccgxk2CT0s4Hfzqh2Y6iTW-srcA:1638880126085&q=re%20store%20on%20grantham&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj8gPqd2NH0AhWxds0KHZecDD4QvS56BAgEEDM&biw=1280&bih=552&dpr=1.5&tbs=lf:1,lf_ui:10&tbm=lcl&rflfq=1&num=10&rldimm=8092626581589445200&lqi=ChRyZSBzdG9yZSBvbiBncmFudGhhbUiuiK6G6oCAgAhaIhAAEAEQAhADGAAYASIUcmUgc3RvcmUgb24gZ3JhbnRoYW2SARZob21lX2ltcHJvdmVtZW50X3N0b3JlmgEjQ2haRFNVaE5NRzluUzBWSlEwRm5TVVJqY1Y5ZlkwUm5FQUWqARwQASoYIhRyZSBzdG9yZSBvbiBncmFudGhhbSgA&phdesc=bP96t3dkv7M&rlst=f
https://www.google.com/search?q=niagara+furniture+bank&oq=niagara+furn&aqs=chrome.0.0i355i512j46i175i199i512j0i512j0i457i512j0i512j69i57j69i60l2.3277j0j9&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:ryanna65@yahoo.com
http://www.niagarainternationalstudents.com/


MDS was just beginning to respond to the wildfires in 
BC when the recent flooding occurred. As you can 
imagine, MDS will be involved long-term in response to 
both the fires and flooding. MDS welcomes contributions 

to both these causes through the MDS website "Donate" line "BC 
Flooding and Wildfires 2021." You can also donate through the 
Grace offering with "BC Flooding and Fires," in the memo line. 
 
 

A Moment for MCC ~ Undercurrent Podcast - MATERIAL 

RESOURCES 
 

Two years ago, MCC launched Undercurrents, its first podcast 
telling in-depth stories from our  
program participants, staff, and partners in Ontario. Episode 10 is 
about how and why MCC’s relief materials  
are created as gifts and the incredible story of how one such 
handmade item changed the life of a young  
teenager in a refugee camp over forty years ago.  
 

“All of the items that we’re sending are gifts. And when gift-giving, 
we want to always give our best.” 
- Jon Lebold, Material Resources Coordinator, Ontario 
 

Listen to Episode 10: “Giving Gifts/Receiving Gifts” at  
https://anchor.fm/undercurrents/episodes/Ep-10-Giving-
giftsreceiving-gifts-e18nk19  
 

MCC - Relief, development, and peace in the name of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

677 Niagara St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3R4 
905-935-6112 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 

Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday 
www.gracemennonitechurch.com 

Pastor                             Doug Schulz              reachdoug@outlook.com 
Pastor                             Beth Woelk                bethwoelk@gmail.com 
Community Chaplain      Jan Steven                 janscats@gmail.com 
Music Coordinator          Annie Schulz              annieschulz@yahoo.ca 
Office Administrator        Ester Funk                 gracemennonite@bellnet.ca 
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