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Restoration is Near

Prelude Annie Schulz

Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer  Mac Plunkett
Leader: Look, | am sending my messenger,
go tell what you have seen!
People: God’s awesome wonders fill the earth,
the lost are found, the blind receive sight,
the deaf hear, the lame walk,
the poor are preached to,
and those who are dead in spirit receive new life.
Leader: Is this what you were expecting to see?
People: Blessed are they who trust in the Lord!
Leader: For his yoke is easy, his burdens are light.
All: Great is thy faithfulness!

Candle Litany
Leader: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is soon.
People: Tell what you hear and see:
even now, like water in the desert,
we see God’s action all around.
Leader: As we gather strength, we light this candle
as a sign of your love made visible among us.
People: Bring your restoration to your people, we pray.

Hymn Hark! the glad sound HWB#184
Passing of the Peace

Offertory Prayer
Musical Reflection

Prayers of the People
Hymn O little town of Bethlehem HWB#191 v.1,2,4
Scripture Reading Psalm 146:5-10 [OT p.581]

Song Holy is His Name Diana Lantin



Scripture Reading Luke 1:46b-55 [NT p.57]

Meditation “The Power of Promise” Doug Schulz
Hymn of Response My Soul Proclaims with Wonder

Grace Singers
Benediction Doug Schulz
Sending Hymn He Came Down

He came down that we may have love; (3 times)
hallelujah for evermore.

He came down that we may have peace; (3 times)
hallelujah for evermore.

He came down that we may have joy; (3 times)
hallelujah for evermore.

Semi-annual meeting & coffee time
in church hall after worship service.

It is good to be together in worship this morning!
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance.

[Offering plate available on table at back of sanctuary]

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday December 4th, 2022
Attendance — 43  Budget Offering — $4,395.00

Sunday, December 18th - Worship Service [9:30 a.m.]
Speaker: David Brubacher

Scripture Texts (Focus texts highlighted): Isaiah 7:10-16;
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

J Women’s Chorus ~ Thursday, December 22" at 9:30 a.m.

J Grace Singers ~ Sunday, December 18 following the service



| Christmas Eve Service
Saturday, December 24" at 4:00 p.m.

' E’i Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 25" at 9:30 a.m.

New Year’s Day — Sunday, Jan. 15" worship service at 9:30 a.m.
With the Memorial Service being cancelled due to the snowstorm,
we will remember the passing of our loved ones on New Year’s Day.
Feel free to invite members of your extended families.

Notes from Jan:

1. Thank you to the person who gave me a variety of wonderful
greeting cards.

2. Thank you to the person who made a variety of Christmas
sweets for our congregation — those who can attend and
those who cannot.

3. The corrected text for our Christmas card is on the table in
the foyer.

ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD

~/9’ From Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC)
N

*Each week we pray for a faith community within the MCEC

of congregations. This week we pray for The First Mennonite
Church in Vineland, ON. Craig Janzen Neufeld provides pastoral
leadership for the congregation. Pray for this small and friendly
congregation as they worship God and together seek to follow
Jesus’ example.

*Continue to pray for peace and wisdom in Ukraine, Russia and
in places throughout our world where the people cry out for
peace.

Mark your calendars! On Sunday, December 18, at 3:00 p.m., a
special Christmas Choral Concert, "Joy to the World" will be
hosted at Bethany Mennonite Church, 572 East & West Line,
featuring the Seasons Chorale, under the direction of Bert
Warkentin, with choir members from many of our community
churches. A prelude by the Niagara Bethany Handbell Choir will
begin at 2:45 p.m. All are welcome, please join us to celebrate
Christ's coming! There will be an opportunity to make a free will
offering to support our local food banks.

Donations of non-perishable groceries are also welcomed.



» A Moment for MCC: The Raw Carrot Soup Enterprise

r ‘Raw Carrot” gourmet soup is well priced and is now
available at MCC Thrift Store (Christian Benefit Shop) at 254
Grantham Avenue. And it's amazing!

The Raw Carrot is a social franchise that believes that every person
who WANTS to work should have the opportunity for a Hand UP
(instead of just a handout) in life! We partner with churches and non-
profits across Ontario to create meaningful employment for
amazingly talented individuals living with disabilities and mental
health illness. We're “stirring up” change in local communities
through our delicious, handcrafter gourmet soup.

Here are the flavours: Signature Carrot, Spicyish Sausage &
Cabbage, Hearty Lentil and Barley, Loaded Potato & Bacon,
Mulligatawny, Veggie Mania, and Flying Noodle.

The Raw Carrot Soup Enterprise is supported by the Mennonite
Central Committee.
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Tel: 905-935-6112 Email: gracemennonite@belinet.ca

Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday
www.gracemennonitechurch.com
www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines

Office Administrator Ester Funk gracemennonite@bellnet.ca

Worship Coordinator  Annie Schulz annieschulz@yahoo.ca

Lead Admin Pastor David Brubacher Urgent Concerns, Funerals
905-931-0828 dbrubacher52@gmail.com

Pastoral Care Chaplain Jan Steven Pastoral Care, Friendly Visits

289-990-4839 janscats@gmail.com
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