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                          Growing in God - Recovering 
   

 
 

Prelude                                                                            Annie Schulz                                                            
 

Welcome                                Jan Steven 
 

Leader:   The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, 
                and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Call to Worship & Prayer 
 

Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 
For once we were lost and felt so far away: 
now we have been found and welcomed home. 
Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 
We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 
Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love. 
 
Solo                 How Lovely is Your Dwelling              Julie Plunkett   
 

Scripture Reading                 Psalm 84 [OT p.543] 
 

Hymn        Come, Christians, Join to Sing                       See Screen  
      

Passing of the Peace & Prayers of the People          Doug Schulz 
 

Hymn           Far, far away from my loving father                HWB 139 
 
 

Scripture Reading        Luke 15:11-32 [NT p.78]         Laur Steven  
 

Reflection         “Prodigals and Prodigious Gift”           Laur Steven 
 

Hymn of Response   Leaning on the Everlasting Arms   See Screen 
 

Benediction    Doug Schulz 
 

Sending Hymn                 Lead Me Forth                          See Screen 
 
 

Postlude 
 

[Offering box available on table at back of sanctuary] 
 

It is good to be together in worship this morning! 
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance. 

 
 



 
GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Budget Income for August 1st ~ $3,550.00. 
 

Congratulations and best wishes to Beth & Eric Woelk as they 
celebrate their 25th Anniversary on Tuesday, August 10th! 
 

♫ Women’s Chorus Practice  

       Thursday August 12th 9:10 a.m.  
       Recording at 10:00 a.m. 
 
August 15th Recording Speaker ~ David Brubacher 
 

Scripture Texts for August 15th:  (Focus texts highlighted)  
I Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14; Psalm 111;  
Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58 
 
 
Audio-Recordings: For all services, go to our church’s website 
www.gracemennonitechurch.com. Click on Services 2021 and the 
list of services pops up with the most recent first. 
 

On “Live” service Sundays the recording will be posted on the 
website by Monday; however, there will not be a script to follow. 
Click on Bulletins 2021 to see the bulletin. 
 

On Thursday recording weeks the recording will be posted on the 
website by Friday, along with the worship service notes. 

 
People Care Network and Prayer Notes: Our Community 
Chaplain, Jan Steven, currently works as a volunteer now alongside 
Pastor Doug in People Care connecting, making contact with 
people through cards and phone calls. She can make visits, too, as 
COVID restrictions permit. 
 

NOTE: Special Service on August 22nd: Jan completed her 
qualifications for the designation of MCEC “Chaplain” just before 
COVID began, but we were unable till now to hold a commissioning/ 
licensing time. We’ll do that August 22nd! Pray that that will be a 
special time, as we also pray for those who are ill, facing treatments 
or procedures, or working through grief at this time. In particular, 
Jake and Amy Hiebert ask for prayer for their son Andrew who 
begins chemotherapy treatments for cancer on August 9th.  

http://www.gracemennonitechurch.com/


 
ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 

A Moment for MCC –  Do you know where you are? 
What do you know about where you live? More specifically, 
what do you know about those who lived there before you? 

Before this land was called Canada, it was home to hundreds of 
different peoples and nations. Acknowledging and learning about 
the history of the land we live on is one way we can continue to build 
relationships between Indigenous and settler peoples. If you want 
to learn more about the land you’re on, use tools like https://native-
land.ca/ to see which Indigenous peoples called it, and still call, it 
home. 
 

MCC - Relief, development, and peace in the name of Christ 
 

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/do-you-know-where-you-are  
 
Seniors 'Camp' Opportunity - First Grantham United Church is 
running a fine activity program for seniors this summer through 
September, and they invite participation of area people. Activities 
include exercise, bingo, book clubs, meditation time, art class, 
socials, walking groups, and English Tea!  
If interested, call Ashleigh at 905-935-5369.  
 

 

OUTREACH & INSIGHT 
 

A Prayer of Confession and Connection 
 

Lord, when we choose the fear-filled way, and build walls 
that lead to loneliness, and feel absorbed in a world rampant 
with violence as nations compete for riches oppressing the 
weak with deceitful promises…Melt our hearts of ice, help us 
to remember the values that are eternal and to know that 
your steadfast love remains sure and faithful. Awaken us, 
humble us, help us release the fears that veil your light! For 
You are our Loving Companion Presence, for ever and ever! 
Amen. 
 

[Based on Psalm 89 in Psalms for Praying by Nan C. Merrill] 
 

https://native-land.ca/
https://native-land.ca/
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/do-you-know-where-you-are


 
 
REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR 
 

… in the summer months MCEC encourages us to pray for the 
churches in our geographical cluster. (Bethany Mennonite, 
Hamilton Mennonite, Lao Christian Fellowship, Niagara U.M.,  
St. Catharines U.M., The First Mennonite Church, Vineland U.M. 
Westview Christian Fellowship). Pray that God would grant us 
courage as we look to where God is calling us in our communities, 
in our regional church community and in our nationwide community 
of faith. Pray that God would inspire our imaginations as we follow 
God’s leading and respond to God’s call. 
 
… MCEC as they search for a new Operations Director. 
 

…At MDS Canada, we are monitoring the situation in B.C. It is 
far too early to tell if we will be involved, but if the situation is right 
and we can make a difference, we will be open to responding. 

 

Meantime, we invite you to pray for those who lost their homes 
and businesses in B.C., and for all who are under threat of 
wildfires.
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