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Grace August 23", 2026 9:30 a.m.
N\ ennonite
Church
Prelude Ester Funk
Gathering Thoughts David Brubacher

Lighting the Christ Candle

Call to Worship (Adapted from VT 862)

Leader: God, you who opens doors and dismantles barriers,
open our hearts to praise you,

People: that we might live the full truth of who we are,

All: that we might live as neighbours and friends,
no longer strangers and enemies;

Leader: open our hearts to the transforming power of your love,

People: that we might forgive and reconcile,
learning war no more,

All: that we might be your people, one body in one Spirit,
to tell your grace to all the world.

Leader: Let us walk with Jesus as brother and friend among us.

Prayer
Hymn Come, Christians, Join to Sing VT 28
Passing of the Peace
Prayer for Offerings

[Offering plate is available on table at back of sanctuary]
Hymn There are Many Gifts VT 374
Prayers of the People David Brubacher
Hymn Sing Praise to God Who Reigns VT 101
Scripture Reading Psalm 124 (OT p.572)
Hymn Come Now, O Prince of Peace VT 391
Scripture Reading Romans 12:1-8 (NT p.161)
Meditation “What’s on your mind?” Darrell Winger
Hymn of Response We Are One in the Spirit VT 387
Benediction Darrell Winger
Hymn Spirit of the Living God VT 740

Postlude



It is good to be together in worship this morning!
The ushers are pleased to help any who need assistance.

GRACE NOTES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Attendance ~ Sunday August 16" — 48

Congratulations and best wishes to Will & Erika Klassen as they
celebrate their 50" anniversary on August 28™.

Guest Speaker, Sunday August 30th - Ashley St Pierre

Ashley and her family attend Grantham Mennonite Brethren
Church. She has been involved in various ministries over the years,
including serving in prisons and shelters, serving as the interim
chapel director at McMaster Divinity College, and in a pastoral care
role at Pleasant Manor. God has called her from out of her career
as a jazz singer/composer/arranger and into ministry and study.
Ashley has recently graduated from seminary studies at McMaster
Divinity College in Hamilton with a Master of Divinity. Ashley is
married to Bill, and they have a very lively 7-year-old son, nhamed
Elijah.

Scripture Readings: John 10:11-18; Psalm 23

Sunday August 30", 4:00 p.m. Grace Church Social
at Doug & Ester's Farm (3017 8" Avenue, Jordan)
@ Watermelon and Rollkuchen, etc. Bring your own lawn
chair. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the foyer!

Next Coffee Times ~ Sunday September 6" and 27"
Women’s Chorus ~ Thursdays 9:30 am, September 10™" & 24"

Grace congregational Town Hall ~ Sunday, September 27
following the morning worship service.

Grace Church Bible Study Fall 2026

Beginning on Sunday, September 20", at 10:45 am in the
Fellowship Room, Mac and Julie Plunkett will lead a five session
Bible Study. We will focus on Max Lucado’s recent book: “God
Never Gives Up on You: What Jacob’s Story Teaches us about
Grace, Mercy, and God’s Relentless Love.” Study dates include:
Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15 & 29, and Dec. 13, 2026

Please contact Julie if you are interested in attending, so she
knows how many books to purchase. See you there!



ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD

Please pray for the MCEC community of congregations;
this week we hold Grace Lao Mennonite Church in
?\ prayer. Som Phanpha provides pastoral care to this
community in Kitchener, Ontario. Pray for this congregation and
for strong faith, loving fellowship and a joyful witness to the gospel
in their community.

Where taste meets impact - For nearly 80 years, MCC has
. been canning meat and shipping it to countries facing food
- insecurity and hunger crises. Now you can cook up recipes
with a can (or case) of your very own. You can place an order for a
can of delicious chicken breast, fully cooked in its own juices with
just a pinch of salt. Every can purchase directly supports future
shipments of meat to neighbours in Ontario and around the world.
Pick up an order form in the Grace church foyer, fill out and place in
Ester Funk’s church mailbox by August 30.

Coming Soon! Grace-Linwell Community Bible Study:

“Footsteps of Jesus, Walking with Jesus”. A six-session, once-a-
month Bibe Study journey. Fall dates (all Wednesdays): Sept. 2,
Oct. 7, Nov. 4.,1:.00 — 2:00 pm in Lounge at Grace-Linwell
Apartments Held at the Grace-Linwell Apartments but open to all
who are interested! Coffee & refreshments available. Questions?
Contact Jan Steven 289-990-4839 or janscats@gmail.com

Parking Lot “Yard Sale” call for volunteers

The Grace Peace Group (GPG) and Niagara Palestine Coalition
(NPC) have finalized the date of Saturday September 12" for the
“Yard Sale” to follow up on its very successful sale held last August.
That sale earned $5300.00 to assist Gazan families in Niagara who
are supporting family members living in Gaza. The NPC provides
most of the volunteers, but the GPC is calling for a few Grace
volunteers to help with

*pickup of Grace donations in the week before the event;
*“staging” of the donations on the Friday evening before the event;
*setup of the venue on the morning of the event (7:00 to 9:00 a.m.)
*teardown of the venue after the event (approx. 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.)
*baking for the “individual portion” bake table.

If you can help out or have questions please contact Laur Steven
at 289-990-4839 (laursteven53@gmail.com). Thanks!



mailto:laursteven53@gmail.com
https://mennonitecentralcommittee.cmail19.com/t/i-l-zuujhkl-idhkjyilhr-i/

How Then Shall We Live? Our Summer Theme.

This question is the title of a book by the theologian, Francis
Schaeffer, published 40 years ago. His question arose from his
desire for the church to respond, as faithful followers of Christ, to
the maijor cultural and religious shifts of that time. It was the same
question that was asked in response to the Apostle Peter’s
sermon at Pentecost: What should we do? Following Pentecost, it
was the question the early church wrestled with, empowered by
the Spirit, as it pursued Christ's new creation. If Jesus is Lord and
making all things new, how should we then live? Now, this is our
question as we respond to what we see and experience in our own
time. It's a call to risky living: it's not a comfortable or easy solution

to life’s problems.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven.

Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory.

For ever and ever Amen.
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Contact Us: Telephone: 905-935-6112 Email: gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
677 Niagara Street, St. Catharines

Office Hours: 8:30-2:30 ~ Wednesday, Thursday
www.gracemennonitechurch.com

www.facebook.com/gracemennonitechurchstcatharines

Pastor

Worship & Music
Associate

Office Administrator
Community Chaplain

Darrell Winger Darrell.winger@gmail.com
905-483-2335

Annie Schulz annieschulz@yahoo.ca
905-941-5511

Ester Funk gracemennonite@bellnet.ca
Jan Steven janscats@gmail.com

289-990-4839
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