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Worship Service                   Grace Mennonite Church              August 15th, 2021 

Prelude:                                                                                              [Annie Schulz] 

Gathering Thoughts, Call to Worship & Prayer:                    [Doug Schulz] 
 

It is the middle of August and the heat of this Southern Ontario summer continues. I 
trust everyone is being wise in keeping sheltered from the sun and hydrated with 
ample water supplies. It was six years ago this coming week that I was hospitalized 
for a day to recover from heat stroke. That day, I learned the importance of not 
doing a power bike-ride when the temperature showed 25C already at 7 a.m. I’m a 
wiser man now! 

Speaking of wisdom, this week’s biblical readings focus on that theme. Our overall 
theme for the summer is “Growing in God: Recovering”. Developing and nurturing 
our spiritual life is the best way to grow in wisdom, which helps us recover when we 
have faltered or faded in the heat of life’s challenges. Dave Brubacher will offer 
thoughts today on living with wisdom, as he reflects on his recent experience with 
an MDS (Mennonite Disaster Service) team in Timmons. 

As a Call to Worship and Prayer focus today, I am reading a prayer from the 
blogsite called “Literature and Liturgy”: 
 
God of holy wisdom, 
we are seekers on the way to a deeper wisdom and a wider vision. 
Our lives are full of information and opinions, 
but in the midst of it all we long to hear the voice of wisdom – 
Your wisdom, God – 
cutting through the noise and teaching us how to live. 
 
God, we have come… to learn wisdom from your Word, 
from your Holy Spirit, and from one another. 
We have come so that wisdom may call us out of the darkness 
and into the light. 
We have come to have the deeper, richer, wisdom-filled life 
that you have promised to each of us. 
 
O God, make us ready to hear the Words spoken to our hearts today. 
And grant us the courage to respond. AMEN 
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Women’s Chorus:            “O worship the King”                                    [HWB #66] 

 O worship the King, all glorious above,  
  O gratefully sing his power and his love;  
 our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
 pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.  

 O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
 whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
 His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
 and dark is his path on the wings of the storms. 

 Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
 It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
 it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
 and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
 in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
 thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
 our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 
Scripture:        Psalm 111                     [Doug Schulz] 
 

1 Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD, 
    studied by all who delight in them. 
3 Full of honor and majesty is his work, 
    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds; 
    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 
    he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 
    in giving them the heritage of the nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established forever and ever, 
    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
    he has commanded his covenant forever. 
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    Holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
    His praise endures forever. 

Prayers of the People                                                                          [DS] 

 Join your hearts with mine as I offer my own prayerful thoughts woven together 

with words from a very practical prayer of intercession contained in Rev Abi’s “Long 

and Winding Road” blog. 

 
O God of wisdom, 
Summer is still sizzling, and families still thinking thoughts of visits and vacations. 
May everyone stay safe – at home or away on adventures. May we reflect with 
gratitude on nature’s bounty and beauty. May we find rest and renewal and 
recovery in all the ways we need.  
But soon enough – in a few more weeks - our grandchildren along with many other 
children will hopefully be headed back to school and college to learn anew. Help us 
to also always pass on to them the wisdom that we have gained as inheritance from 
the generations before us.  
 
We ask for your wisdom to discern your ways and path for our own lives. 
We ask for your wisdom to discern how to deal with others we meet, live with, work 
with, shop with, drive our roads with, wait in line with, eat with and be with daily.  
We ask for wisdom in how to live meaningfully and contentedly when we are alone. 
We ask for wisdom in how to best befriend and encourage those weary or lonely.  
We ask for your wisdom in the difficult situations we may have to deal with as we go 
through life – the challenges in physical, emotional and relational health. So much 
wisdom we need from You! 
 
Thinking of this world’s issues and problems, we ask for wisdom in dealing with 
injustices in our world. In how to best respond with our praying and giving. 
We ask for your wisdom as we reach out to those in need in our communities and in 
our world. Wisdom for the work of our Mennonite Church agencies that serve in 
missions of outreach for your peace and justice. 
 
We ask for wisdom for the leaders of communities, provinces, states, and nations.  
We ask for wisdom for church leaders, worldwide and local. Today we ask wisdom 
for those who preach your word, inspire, lead and grow people as disciples. 
 
In all this, we simply ask for your wisdom that not only enlightens us but transforms 
us and guides us in our daily walk with you.  Amen 
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Women’s Chorus:   “10,000 Reasons/ Bless the Lord”   [Voices Together #111] 

 Refrain: Bless the Lord, O my soul. Oh, my soul worships your holy name. 
      Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship your holy name. 

 The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning;  
 it’s time to sing your song again. 

 Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
 let me be singing when the evening comes. 

 You’re rich in love, and you’re slow to anger.  
Your name is great and your heart is kind. 
For all your goodness, I will keep on singing 
ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

And on that day when my strength is failing, 
the end draws near, and my time has come, 
still, my soul will sing your praise unending 
ten thousand years and then forevermore!                                                                        

Scripture:             Ephesians 5:15-20            [Dave Brubacher] 

15 Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16 making 
the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17 So do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 Do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord 
in your hearts, 20 giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for 
everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflection:   “Recovering With Wisdom”                    [Dave Brubacher]  
 

I arrived in Timmins on July 4 with my friends Nick and Joe. We came as MDS 
(Mennonite Disaster Service) volunteers to put finishing touches on MCC Ontario’s 
northern office. The office is home to the Indigenous Neighbours program 
supporting First Nations communities in the north. I will say more about the program 
and our work in Timmins throughout this sermon. 
  Many of us have lived with more resources than we know what to do with. 
Working in Timmins peeled back some layers keeping me from seeing, in part, what 
indigenous communities live with daily. The MCC office is situated in a part of town 
where one moving to Timmins would not be encouraged to live. We routinely saw 
people walking by that were obviously “down on their luck.”  
 In the early days of our work, the MCC staff had a huge plastic tote box out 
front with items like pots and pans available for free, as a sign indicated. Late one 
afternoon I was working inside the window, and I could tell a woman was pointing 
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down asking if the items were free. By now the tote was largely empty and I 
expected she might take the last items. I nodded yes and carried on with my work. 
When I looked up a few moments later I saw the whole tote being carried across the 
street. It was not exactly what was intended by the MCC staff, but the sign did say, 
“free.” 
 I tell this story as an introduction to this sermon because it comes with an 
emotion that surprised me. Most of you know that I am, for the most part, a rule 
keeper. Knowing that the items in the tote were free, but not necessarily the tote 
itself, was a rule broken. Yet, I felt nothing but compassion for the women and 
others we observed.  
 
Today we continue our series - Growing in God: Recovering. I will be using the 
scripture texts as a window to reflect on my time in Timmins. It may also be, 
“reflecting on the scriptures in light of my time in Timmins.”  
 The scriptures call us to embrace God’s wisdom as a guiding light for life. 
God’s wisdom reflects a care for those less fortunate. In our current Canadian 
context, many of our indigenous neighbours are clearly in this category. According 
to our theme, it is obvious to me that recovery is needed in our relationship as a 
settler people and our indigenous neighbours. What is not clear to me, is who might 
be the primary beneficiaries of recovery, the indigenous people, or people like me? 
May God’s wisdom guide us! 
 
Join me in prayer: Holy God, you have touched us with the resources and blessings 
for an abundant life. In our worship we have celebrated your rich provision. 
Unfortunately, not all humanity shares equally in this abundance. At the same time, 
you grant wisdom for life in equal abundance. As we open ourselves to your holy 
word, may your Spirit help us to see your wisdom among us, revealed most 
profoundly in Jesus. Amen. 
 
Wisdom writings are a primary literary genre of the Bible. The Old Testament 
contains numerous sections of wisdom teachings. The book of proverbs is perhaps 
the best known. In Proverbs 1, we hear, as echoed in our Psalm reading, that “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 
 The goal of wisdom literature is to help people see the heart of God and invite 
people to walk in the way of God’s heart, or God’s will. In Proverbs, the wise person 
is compared to a person experienced as in a trade. The fool on the other hand is the 
greenhorn, or the inexperienced person. By implication, greenhorns can become 
experienced. Or fools can become wise. The path to becoming wise begins with 
honouring God and walking in the way of God’s heart. And as we see repeatedly in 
the scriptures, God’s heart leans toward the less fortunate. The way of the wise 
therefore, recognizes that there is more to life within God’s economy then gaining 



 

6 
 

riches for oneself. Care for the other is the way to assure things will be well for 
ourselves. 
 The Old Testament text from I Kings, not read today, lays a foundation for 
such considerations.  After a long life and fruitful reign, King David has died, and his 
son Solomon comes to throne. In a dream one night God asks Solomon what he 
would like from God.  God might have expected Solomon to ask for riches and a 
long career like his father David. Instead, given his youth and greenhorn status, 
Solomon asks for an “understanding mind knowing how to discern between good 
and evil as he leads the people chosen by none other than God.” God is pleased 
with Solomon’s request. Caring for the well being of others resulted in blessing for 
Solomon. 
 
I wonder what this means for the relationship between us settler people and our 
indigenous neighbours in Canada.  
 The MCC office in Timmins seeks to support some 50 indigenous 
communities in the issues of the day. These issues have a long history and come 
with many and complicated layers. They include: renewed trauma from the 
residential school experience following the discovery of many graves of children at 
these former schools; support during the pandemic when poor housing and not 
enough housing has meant people needing to live together in crowded quarters with 
no place to isolate; lack of clean drinking water. These are only some of the issues.    
 MCC’s efforts are focused on offering these communities the resources they 
need for their own journey toward healing. As I have reflected on these matters, it 
strikes me this is the right place to begin so that the indigenous people of Canada 
have the resources they need to heal. Along with support for the residential school 
trauma and the pandemic, MCC has just hired a person to work at the water crisis 
within these communities. They also work at promoting and selling indigenous crafts 
through the Niska Artisans program. An example of the craft can be seen in the 
picture at the end of this sermon. 
 I was telling the person who cut my hair the other day about my time in 
Timmins. When I touched on the water issue, she asked, don’t they have plenty of 
water? The answer is, “sure,” but our mining and pulp and paper milling in those 
areas have polluted the water so that it is not drinkable or barely fit for human use. 
 A big question for me is this, “what or who gives us the right to treat others 
with so little care while we go after the resources needed to sustain our way of life?” 
Much of the answer lies in what is known as the Doctrine of Discovery. In the late 
1400’s, when Christopher Columbus had claimed new lands for Spain, Spain 
wanted make sure that those lands would remain in its control. To make a long 
story short, the pope of the day decreed that a land not occupied by “Christian 
people,” was free to be taken for a “Christian nation.” That same doctrine was used 
to justify the treatment of indigenous people by the Canadian and US governments 
as their frontiers expanded. 
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So, I ask again, “what gives us the right, and what might we begin to do about the 
injustice?” As some of the thinkers in our congregation know, I am not much given 
to philosophical and historical debate on these matters. For me, taking two weeks of 
my time to assist the MCC office in their work of supporting the indigenous 
communities feels like the very least I can offer.  
 MCC had the opportunity to purchase the building they had been renting for 
twenty years. It is an older building that needed considerable work to house the 
expanding MCC program in the north. MCC asked whether MDS would partner with 
them in this project to provide volunteer labour. The pandemic slowed things down 
considerably. The initial assumption was that groups of volunteers would come from 
the south to do the work. Since we could not travel from the south, Old Order 
Mennonite communities in New Liskeard and Matheson did the initial demolition and 
rebuilding. These volunteers drove as far as two hours one way every day to do 
much of the work over the winter months.  
 When the farm work got busy in the spring, there were no volunteers to do the 
finish work. That is where we came in. We installed the drop ceilings and the 
flooring; did all the trim work in the front entrance and offices; painted the outside 
steel window and door frames and sealed up the outside areas that previous 
volunteers could not get to. We worked long days, and in the evening, we returned 
to the apartment above the offices whare we slept and ate. This apartment was 
already in the process of being renovated for more offices. It meant that before we 
could unpack, we needed to clean up plaster dust and what not. By the end of the 
two weeks, we had most of the dust cleaned up in the areas we walked. Or maybe 
we just learned to get along with the dust. While I could tell my body was not used 
to such work, it was a rewarding experience, and I would do it again if called upon. 
 
I will conclude with some comments based on the scriptures read this morning. 
Psalm 111 is said to be a hymn of praise for the works and goodness of the Lord. 
Commentators suggest this Psalm cannot be considered apart from Psalm 112. 
Whereas Ps 111 declares the praise of God, Psalm 112 praises the blessedness of 
the God-fearing person. Recall that Ps 111 ends noting that “the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.” Psalm 112 offers that those who seek after the ways of 
God have a good future. 
 These Psalms list the characteristics of God-fearing people. They are 
generous, lend to others and conduct their affairs so as to injure no one. Material 
wealth is not seen as a right to misuse money or others. By the same token one 
should not be miserly but share what one has with others. When all this is boiled 
down, integrity appears to be a primary characteristic of those who profess to follow 
the heart of God. Jesus says it this way, “Let your light shine before others.” 
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How can we “let our light shine before others” in our relationship with our indigenous 
friends and neighbours? Answers will not come quickly, but we cannot waste any 
time in starting to address the imbalance that exists between settlers and 
indigenous people. I am convinced that following the path of God’s wisdom in caring 
for others will lead to recovery, not only for our indigenous brothers and sisters, but 
also for ourselves. 
 I would think then that we will be eager to heed the encouragement of 
Ephesians 5, “be careful how you live, not as unwise people, but as wise.” The 
writer concludes with reference to Christian worship, “singing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs thereby making melody in our hearts.” As a pastor I have been 
convinced of two things with respect to worship: God delights in the spiritual forms 
of worship offered as praise for all that God has done and is doing and, when our 
praise moves beyond these four walls, we live out the melody in our hearts. Short of 
that, our worship is only a sound pleasing to ourselves. This I believe is the heart of 
God and, justice and equality for all. I also believe its is at the heart of recovering 
the way God intends for us as God’s children: indigenous and settlers.   
 
Lastly, I want to thank each of you for making it possible for people like myself to do 
the work we did in Timmins. As you give your weekly offerings and other charitable 
giving, you support the work of MCC and MDS working at the necessary recovery 
process. In that way, you should feel that you have been and are a part of the 
healing work I have considered in this sermon. Thank you and God bless you! 
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Hymn of Response:       “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”        [VT #196] 
 
 Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, she who danced when earth was new. 
 Follow closely what she teaches, for her words are right and true. 
 Wisdom clears the path to justice, showing us what love must do. 
 
 Listen to the voice of Wisdom, crying in the marketplace. 
 Hear the Word made flesh among us, full of glory, truth, and grace. 
 When the Word takes root and ripens, peace and righteousness embrace. 
 
 Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; nurture all who seek rebirth. 
 Spirit guide and close companion, bring to life our sacred worth. 
 Free us to become your people, holy friends of God and earth. 
 

Benediction:               [Doug Schulz] 
 
Go now into the day, into the world, into all matters of life with the sure sense of the 
presence of God as wisdom for the way. Go, knowing that God’s good grace gives 
peace, life, light, power, healing, hope, joy and love for every day. Go with God’s 
vision in your mind and heart, until we meet again. 
 
 

Sending Hymn:                    “Be Thou My Vision”                                  [VT #549]     
 

 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 Naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
 Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 
 Born of thy love, thy child may I be, 
 thou in me dwelling and I one with thee.  
 

   
 


